
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Natick Town Hall

November 4, 2013

6:15 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by the Chair Carol A. Gloff at 6:20 p.m.

PRESENT:  Carol A. Gloff, Joshua Ostroff, Nicholas S. Mabardy, Charles M. 
Hughes, Richard P. Jennett, Jr.

ALSO PRESENT:  Martha L. White, Town Administrator; Donna Challis, Executive 
Assistant

WARRANTS:  Payroll warrants were signed by the Board of Selectmen on November 4, 
2013 in the amount of $1,088,502.00. This figure was included in total warrants 
signed by the Board of Selectmen of $2,706,324.23.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Jennett, moved to enter into executive session to 
discuss matters pertaining to litigation, real property negotiations, and 
executive session minutes.  By roll call vote the Board voted unanimously to 
enter into executive session.  At 6:20 p.m. the Board entered into executive 
session after announcing the meeting would return to open session.  The Chair
further announced that discussion of litigation, and real property 
negotiations in open session would have a detrimental effect on the Board of 
Selectmen’s negotiating position.

The open session was reconvened at 7:05 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT
1) A Veterans Day parade was scheduled for the morning of November 11 and 

that evening the annual Veterans’ Appreciation Dinner would be held at 
the Fire headquarters.  All veterans and families of veterans on active
duty were invited.

2) An open house related to the feasibility study of the downtown MBTA 
station was scheduled for November 12.  The committee was interested in
getting the opinions of both people that ride the rails and those who 
don’t.

3) The Town received a grant in the amount of $140,735 toward the cost of 
the curbside toters.  $4,692 was received for the distribution of 
educational materials.

4) Employees of the Morse Institute were commended for providing a dinner 
at the St. Patrick’s Church Open Door.

5) The Town received a certificate for being awarded a Health by Design 
Leadership award.

ZOLL BROTHERS PRIVATE CELLARS D/B/A ZOLL CELLARS WINERY:  APPLICATION TO SELL
WINE AT FARMER’S MARKET
Frank Zoll, owner of Zoll Brothers Private Cellars, appeared before the Board
to request a renewal of Section 15F license to sell wine at the winter 
Farmer’s Market to be held at the Common Street Church for the period of 
November 23, 2013-April 12, 2014.  

Mr. Zoll advised that all of his wine was produced in Shrewsbury.
The Board unanimously voted to grant Zoll Brothers Private Cellars d/b/a Zoll
Cellars Winery a 15F license to sell wine at the Farmer’s Market for the 
period listed above.

Document – Application submitted by Zoll Brothers; copy of ABCC license held 
by Zoll Brothers; copy of letter from Department of Agriculture determining 
the Farmer’s Market to be an agricultural event.

CARR’S CIDER HOUSE:  APPLICATION FOR LICENSE TO SELL WINE AT FARMER’S MARKET
Representing Carr’s Cider House in the application for a Section 15F alcohol 
license to sell wine at the Farmer’s Market was the owner Jonathan Carr.

Mr. Carr noted they did the summer market and wanted to continue indoors.

A motion was made by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Jennett, to grant Carr’s 
Cider House a Section 15F license to sell wine at the winter farmer’s market 
for the period of November 23, 2013-April 12, 2014.
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Documents – application submitted by Carr’s Cider House; letter from the 
Department of Agriculture; copy of Carr’s Cider House ABCC license.

ANDREW CIGNA:  REQUEST FOR ONE DAY ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE – NATICK ELKS
Appearing before the Board on the request for a one day entertainment license
for an event to be held on November 8 at the Natick Elks were Andrew Cigna 
and Ross Cigna.  

Ross Cigna stated that he was an elected Constable in Natick and his son 
Andrew was holding an event to raise money for cancer.  This would be a dance
for teens and supervised by adults.  There were approximately 100-115 
tickets.  It would be 100% no alcohol.  Any pocketbooks would be checked and 
a strap put on, no bags would be allowed, and there would be no re-entry.

Andrew Cigna added that the event would benefit cancer and Pencils for 
Promise, an organization that builds schools in third world countries.  

In the recommendation to the Board, the Police Department recommended 
approval with the hiring of one police detail.  Ross Cigna requested a waiver
of the Police detail requirement, noting funds were extremely low and it was 
a fund raiser.  He again stressed there would be adult supervision.  He 
explained the situation to Sgt. Thompson.  Sgt. Thompson spoke with the Chief
and said it would be up to the Board of Selectmen to make the decision on 
allowing a waiver.

Mr. Hughes pointed out the recommendation to the Board was for a detail and 
there was nothing else in writing from the Police Department.  

Chief Hicks was in the room and was asked to comment.  He responded that when
presented with these types of requests, the Department used the number of 
people attending as a guideline.  The philosophy was to recommend a detail 
for 100 or over.  In the past there have been small parties not serving 
alcohol that have had details.  That was the basis of the recommendation.  To
stay consistent the recommendation was to have one detail officer.

Mr. Mabardy asked if this would qualify for community service.  As a fund 
raiser Chief Hicks thought it could, but it may be hard to find someone 
willing to volunteer.  He would be willing to put this out to the members of 
the Department.  
A motion was made by Mr. Ostroff to grant Andrew Cigna a one day 
entertainment license for a dance to be held at the Natick Elks on November 
8, 2013 from 7:00-11:30 p.m. with the provision that a Police detail be 
required either by hiring a detail or an officer volunteering to cover the 
event as part of their community service requirement.  Seconded by Mr. 
Ostroff and unanimously voted.

Document – Letter from Andrew Cigna; copy of lease agreement between Andrew 
Cigna and the Natick Elks

HOUSING PLANNER JOSEPH MERKEL:  USE OF HOME ADMINISTRATION FUNDS
Housing Planner Joseph Merkel advised that he was representing the Affordable
Housing Trust in their request for approval to use HOME funds to retain the 
MetroWest Collaborative Development, Inc., a Community Housing Development 
Organization (CHDO).  Each year 10% of Natick’s HOME funds were allocated to 
administration funds and to get the CHDO on board would require $2,000 or 50%
of this year’s administration budget.

The purpose of the CHDO was to provide services related to developing 
affordable housing units in Natick.  Those services could include property 
assessment, financial analysis, funding applications, site control 
negotiations, and zoning relief applications.  This was a private non-profit 
community based service organization that has staff with the capacity to 
develop housing for the community it serves, thereby augmenting the resources
of the volunteer trustees of the Trust.  

Ms. Gloff added that one of the difficulties the Affordable Housing Trust had
as an all volunteer board with great support from Mr. Merkel was that they 
were all doing their regular jobs and trying to fit this in.  They struggle 
with figuring out what were the opportunities.  

Mr. Hughes inquired if the $2,000 contributed by Natick would go into a fund 
everybody was using or would it just be used to look at opportunities in 
Natick.  Mr. Merkel advised that it would just be Natick.  MWCD was a 
regional CHDO but this was just for Natick.  This would help the Trust spend 
the rest of the $40,000 received from the HOME funds.  
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Ms. Gloff again stated that the Trust had trouble figuring out ways to 
utilize the funds available and felt this made sense in terms of helping to 
figure out ways to use it. 

Mr. Merkel noted that originally Natick received $90,000 and has been 
decreasing each year and that made it difficult to develop affordable 
housing.  Currently there was about $280,000 out on loan and the hope was to 
use it on a project that the CHDO helped to identify.  Natick was caught in 
the middle.  The Town didn’t get enough to produce a big project and the 
little projects were restricted.  

A motion was made by Mr. Hughes to authorize the Trustees of the Natick 
Affordable Housing Trust to use 50% of Natick’s yearly HOME administration 
funds to retain MetroWest Collaborative Development, Inc. as the Natick CHDO,
with an option to renew each year, and that the Natick Affordable Housing 
Trust Board of Trustees be delegated the authority to manage the relationship
with MWCD.  Seconded by Mr. Ostroff and unanimously voted.
Document – Memo from Joseph Merkel and the Affordable Housing Trust

PRELIMINARY FISCAL 2014 TAX CLASSIFICATION HEARING
Assessor Jan Dangelo provided an overview on the classification process, 
outlined the options and discussed the interim assessment process, and 
changes in the tax base.  All certifications have been received and approved 
by the Department of Revenue and on November 18 the Board will be asked to 
adopt a residential factor.  The Board will be further asked to make a 
determination on a small commercial exemption or residential exemption.  

This year as the revaluation cycle was concluded the efforts were 
concentrated on a review of residential properties.  Last year a review of 
all commercial and industrial properties was completed and she was pleased 
with the process and the new values.

Now it was time to focus on the residential, and Ms. Dangelo reported that 
the residential market in Natick had improved dramatically.  Property values 
have increased nearly 10%.  Although there have been some, Natick remains 
fortunate to not have experienced massive foreclosures.  

Ms. Dangelo advised that new growth in the residential class this year 
contributed a substantial amount.  The completion of Avalon’s 406 unit 
apartment complex and South Natick Hills Condominium Complex with an 
additional 36 condominiums were key examples.  Alteration and renovation 
changes picked up from approximately 1,300 building permits complete the new 
growth number.  The approved residential new growth number was $105,105,100

On the commercial side, MathWorks continued expansion, the new Audi dealer, 
Federal Express Ground, and a smaller commercial strip mall have contributed 
to the new construction commercial growth.  Personal property additions, 
commercial, and industrial renovations and additions were included.  The 
combined approved CIP new growth number was $54,812,600.  

Continuing, Ms. Dangelo noted there was a very small shift towards the 
residential class this year – less than 1/4%.  The residential properties 
have a percentage share of 76.9723% and the CIP have 23.0277%.  If the recap 
was certified by the Department of Revenue the minimum residential factor 
would be 85.0415%.

The Board can vote to split the rate or maintain a single rate.  If the Board
voted a single tax rate, the fiscal 2014 average assessed single family 
assessment was $455,470 and a projected tax bill for an average assessed 
single family would be $6,458.56.  With about a 5% increase in the average 
residential value from FY13, this means a tax increase of about $242.17 based
on a single rate of $14.18.  The average commercial/industrial tax bill would
be $28,005.50.  

A residential or small commercial exemption could be adopted by the Board, 
but Ms. Dangelo didn’t think in Natick it made any sense to adopt an 
exemption.

Ms. Dangelo reviewed the forms to be submitted to the Department of Revenue –
 LA13 used to certify new growth of $174,559,861
 LA4 that details the property value by class.  She pointed out that

this year Natick had the third lowest average family tax bill
of the surrounding communities.  Framingham was lower, but they
have a split rate.

The list of the top 10 taxpayers.  The list has remained the same with
the addition of Avalon Apartments.
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Levy limit calculations.

In conclusion Ms. Dangelo offered to provide answers to questions and noted 
that she would be looking for the Board to take a vote on November 18.  If 
the Board maintained the single tax rate, the rate would be $14.18 per 
thousand.  That was less than the current rate of $14.34, but it didn’t mean 
people’s taxes would go down because the values have gone up.

Mr. Ostroff stated that he was not inclined to change from a single rate but 
if there was a different point of view, he would like to hear it.  The shift 
towards residential was small but it has persisted for a couple of years and 
he hoped to be able to reverse that trend.

Ms. Gloff agreed that the shift has been several years but she remembered a 
couple of years when the shift was the other way.

On a motion by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Ostroff, the Board unanimously 
voted to schedule a public hearing for November 18.

Document – Memo and packet of material from Jan Dangelo

NATICK ELKS:  APPLICATION FOR ONE DAY ENTERTAINMEMT LICENSE
Representing the Natick Elks was the manager Arthur Hurst.

Mr. Hurst stated that to raise some additional cash for the Elks’ charitable 
organizations, the entertainer John Morgan was willing to sing at the club on
December 1.  As this would be open to the public and an admission would be 
charge, he was before the Board seeking an entertainment license. 

Having been informed that the Police Department was recommending that a 
detail officer be hired for the event, Mr. Hurst submitted a letter 
requesting that be waived.  He cited that the function was being held to 
raise money for their charity donations, it was being held on a Sunday 
afternoon for approximately 100 people with an average age of 60 years old.

Paul Peters, a member of the Elks, also appealed to the Board for a waiver, 
noting the event was only for two hours on a Sunday and it was an older 
crowd.

A motion was made by Mr. Hughes to grant a one day entertainment license to 
the Natick Elks for a concert on December 1, 2013 with the condition of 
hiring a detail officer.  Seconded by Mr. Jennett and unanimously voted.

Mr. Ostroff was sympathetic to the request but felt that the Police Chief’s 
recommendation was consistent with the policy.  He suggested that the Chief 
may be able to get one of the officers to cover as part of the community 
service.  Mr. Hughes as the maker of the motion had no objection to that. 

Document – Letter of Application submitted by Arthur Hurst, Manager of the 
Elks; email from Police Chief James Hicks; letter from Arthur Hurst appealing
the recommendation for a detail officer

POLICE CHIEF:  SAFETY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS
As chair of the Safety Committee, Police Chief James Hicks reviewed the 
Safety Committee recommendations from meetings on January 29, 2013; February 
26, 2013; and April 10, 2013.

January 29, 2013
1) The Committee voted to recommend that funding be requested for the 

sidewalk improvement project of a sidewalk on the south side of Pond 
Street between Campus Drive parking area and Cemetery Street.  

Mr. Hughes moved to request the funding for the sidewalk improvement project.
Seconded by Mr. Ostroff and unanimously voted.  

February 26, 2013
1) The Committee voted to recommend that the adjacent lanes on East 

Central Street between Lincoln Square and the Wellesley Town line be 
accepted as and properly signed and marked as bicycle lanes.

Mr. Hughes moved approval.  Seconded by Mr. Mabardy and unanimously voted.

A member of the audience Cathi Collins stressed the importance of going back 
to no parking along East Central Street.  It was getting worse and worse.  
Bikers and joggers were being forced into the road and she would like to see 
something happen quickly.
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2) The committee voted to recommend approval of an amendment to the 
Traffic Rules and Orders to include an article to prohibit parking in 
established bicycle lanes.

Chief Hicks noted that it wasn’t clear in the MGL that parking in bicycle 
lanes was prohibited.  Whenever there was a NO PARKING zone it must be in the
Traffic Rules and Orders.  This would amend the Rules & Order to prohibit 
parking in bicycle lanes.

Citing events at the Lilja fields where people park in the bike lanes or a 
large event at the Community Senior Center, Mr. Jennett asked about the 
possibility of people getting a permit to park there.

Practically speaking, Chief Hicks believed the Board could give any 
exception.

Mr. Ostroff raised the possibility of delegating this type of permission to 
the Town Administrator.  Mr. Jennett preferred that it be designated to the 
Police Chief.

Ms. Gloff pointed out that one thing on the list was to continue a review of 
the Selectmen’s policies and maybe this was something to address in a policy.

April 10, 2013
1) Oakland & Pond Crosswalk

The Committee recommended the installation of MUTCD approved Stop Controlled 
crosswalk at intersection of Oakland and Pond Streets with the exact location
to be left to the discretion of the Highway Division Supervisor.

The Board unanimously voted to approve.  The vote was taken on a motion by 
Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Ostroff.

September 24, 2013
1) Boden Lane, Tamarack Road & Burning Tree Road

The Committee recommended the installation of MUTCD approved Stop Controlled 
Crosswalk at the intersection of Boden Lane, Tamarack Road and Burning Tree 
Road.

Mr. Hughes moved approval.  Seconded by Mr. Jennett and unanimously voted.

Document – Safety Committee recommendations prepared by Chief Hicks

NATURE’S NECTAR, LLC:  APPLICATION FOR COMMON VICTUALER’S LICENSE – NATICK 
MALL
Appearing before the Board were Johanna Sadik and Adoul Sadik owners of 
Nature’s Nectar.

Mr. Sadik stated they were taking over the Amazon Bar at the food court in 
Natick Mall and would be selling ice cream and smoothies.

Mr. Hughes moved to grant Nature’s Nectar, LLC a common victualer’s license 
for premises at the Natick Mall.  Seconded by Mr. Jennett and unanimously 
voted.

Document – Application submitted by Nature’s Nectar

RENEWAL OF LIQUOR LICENSES FOR 2014
a. Cloverleaf Liquor & Grocery

Joshua Katzen, the owner of Cloverleaf Liquor & Grocery informed the Board 
that construction had begun in September.  They had hoped to be open by now 
but had some construction delays that have now been addressed.  The store was
well along.  The delivery date from the contractor was November 15 and he 
hoped to open as soon after that as possible.  He was pushing to open by 
Thanksgiving.

Mr. Katzen presented some photographs showing the outside and inside of the 
store in its present state.  

Mr. Ostroff inquired as to the percentage of grocery to package store and Mr.
Katzen responded that it was about 20% grocery and 80% alcohol.

b. American Legion
Representing the American Legion was the Commander Robert King.

Mr. King listed the 10 items needed for the ABCC to consider lifting the 
suspension of the American Legion’s alcohol license.  He noted that the club 
has been in a tough way and while it was unfortunate he thought in the long 
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run they would be a better club for it.  Financially they were in trouble and
something would have to be done to rectify that.  

He hoped the Board could see the Club was doing what it should be.  Part of 
the reason they got into trouble with the ABCC was because they shut off a 
member after giving him a six month suspension.  A couple of members also 
spoke out of turn to the ABCC investigators and they will be going into the 
ABCC to apologize.  

Mr. Mabardy commended the Legion’s efforts.  In trying to comply with the 
request from the ABCC, he asked if some of the Legion’s policies were being 
changed.  
Mr. King responded that they will be.  He acknowledged there were problems 
and they were working diligently to get them rectified.  He became Commander 
in September and this wasn’t what he expected to be walking into.  

Mr. Ostroff outlined the options – the license could be renewed and it would 
be in effect if and when the ABCC lifted the suspension or the Board could 
not renew the license and then have a hearing for a new license if and when 
there was a change in status.  The second option would allow the board an 
opportunity to discuss the policy changes being made.  

When Mr. King talked about the problems partially being because a member was 
suspended, Ms. Gloff thought she was hearing that the organization was 
thinking maybe it should be more cautious about suspending a member in the 
future.  Mr. King advised that was a misunderstanding and Ms. Gloff 
apologized.  

Past Commander of Post 107 for 40 years, Martin Grady commented on the number
of changes he had seen over the years and that today everything was 
paperwork.  That was one of the misconceptions.  The Legion thought they had 
filed all the paperwork and they had with the Town, but discovered they had 
to file with the State and the ABCC was making them jump through hoops.

Without a liquor license Mr. Grady didn’t see how they could continue and 
they wouldn’t be able to make the donations they normally made.  The long 
wait to get the license back made it more difficult to get out of the 
financial bind.  Without a liquor license they would probably have to sell 
the building.  Membership was down and the building was expensive.  

Mr. Grady continued that consideration was being given to moving to another 
location, but it was important for the Board to give the OK.  The lawyer has 
said that most of the problems with the state have been worked out and the 
two people who interfered with the ABCC were going in there to apologize.

c. MBR Group Foods, Inc. d/b/a Minerva Indian Cuisine
Minerva Indian Cuisine was cited in the Police Department compliance report 
for not having someone on the premises that had completed an accepted alcohol
awareness program.

Prakish Reddy, the owner of Minerva, told the Board that his partner was 
always there but had to go out to get something.  That was when the Police 
came in and said they didn’t have the paperwork.

It was Ms. Gloff’s understanding that the officer was told there was a 
trained server that was supposed to be on duty but was running late.  She 
pointed out that to be open required somebody with certification to be there.
Her personnel suggestion was to have more than one person trained and 
available to serve.  

Mr. Reddy indicated that he understood and added that he had three people 
certified and every year gave the list to the Board.  Unfortunately it 
happened that only one was on the shift that day and he offered his 
apologies. 

Mr. Hughes stressed that it wasn’t ever supposed to happen.  What the Board 
took most seriously was its authority to regulate the safe sale of alcohol 
and he found it troubling when people didn’t understand how serious it was.  
Mr. Reddy understood how valuable the license was to his business but didn’t 
understand the need to comply with the rules.  The lapses troubled him and 
someone saying things will happen was not good enough.

d. Cheesecake Factory
 In doing the compliance report, the Police Department discovered there had 
been an unapproved change of manager.  Ms. Challis advised that the 
Cheesecake Factory was informed of the urgency of having an approved manager 
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on the premises and a fax was received from an attorney saying the paperwork 
was being completed and would be filed in 2-3 days.

Mr. Ostroff stated that he wasn’t looking to put someone out of business but 
didn’t want to tolerate a restaurant failing to comply with the rules.  

A motion was made by Mr. Hughes to schedule a hearing for November 18 to 
consider non-renewal or suspension of the Cheesecake Factory liquor license 
for failing to have an approved manager.  Seconded by Mr. Jennett and 
unanimously voted.

Ms. White asked if the Board would also consider the petition for a new 
manager on the 18th.  Ms. Gloff responded that if the paperwork was filed it 
could be scheduled.

Package Store 
Mr. Hughes moved to renew the following package store licenses – both all 
alcohol and the beer & wine – for 2014.  Seconded by Mr. Ostroff and 
unanimously voted.

The Wine Network, Inc.
          d/b/a Nine East Wine Emporium 6 Worcester Road Austin Moran, Mgr.
Powers Package Store 4 South Avenue Mary Ann Powers, Mgr.
Town Line Liquors, Inc. 160 East Central St. Anthony R. Franciose
Petur Enterprises, Inc. 7 Watson Street Peter Turlo, Mgr.
        D/b/a Natick Wine & Spirits
Middlesex Liquors 17 Washington St. Ercole Ubaldino, Mgr.
        D/b/a Kentucky Spirits
Fannon’s Liquor Store 212 North Main St. Robert C. Allen, Mgr.
Cloverleaf Liquor & Grocery,LLC 321 Speen Street Kevin P. Moran, Mgr.
Tilly & Salvy’s Bacon Street Farm, 100 Bacon Street Richard Ciccarelli

Restaurant All Alcohol
A motion was made by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Jennett, and unanimously voted to 
renew the following restaurant all alcohol licenses for 2014 with a letter of 
reprimand to Minerva emphasizing the need not to incur any further violations.

Minoga, Inc. d/b/a Oga’s Japanese Cuisine 915 Worcester Rd. Benny Li, Mgr.
M.B.R. Group Foods, Inc. d/b/a Minerva
    Indian Cuisine 1318 Worcester Road Prakash Reddy, Mgr.
Bob & Holly’s, LLC d/b/a Zaftig’s 1298F. Worcester Rd. Robert Shuman,Mgr.
Dah- Mee, Inc. 25 Washington St. Young H. Lee, Mgr.
Namee Enterprises d/b/a Minado Restaurant   1282 Worcester St. Edward Tse, Mgr

Restaurant All Alcohol with Lounge/Bar Seating
Mr. Hughes moved to renew the following restaurant all alcohol with lounge/bar 
seating licenses for 2014, specifically excluding the Cheesecake Factory.  Seconded 
by Mr. Ostroff and unanimously voted.

G.E.N. 8888, Inc. d/b/a Asia Bistro 195 West Central St. Michelle Kong,  Mgr.
Dimas, Inc. d/b/a Dolphin Seafood 12 Washington St. Peter Giannocopoulos, Mgr
Angelo & Garif, Inc.             23 Washington St.         Eftihia Souliopoulis, Mg.
       d//b/a Agostino’s Restaurant
California Pizza Kitchen 1245 Worcester Rd. Jon Lombardo, Mgr.
Nicholas’s dba Morse Tavern          85 East Central St. Sharon Stournaras,Mg
24 Associates d/b/a 148 On Central 148 East Central St. Mitchell Maxwell, Mgr.
Nordstrom, Inc. d/b/a Nordstrom Café Bistro 290 Speen Street Rebecco Serio, Mgr.
The Metropolitan Club dba Metropolitan         1245 Worcester St. Mark Peterson, Mgr
       Bar & Grill  Suite 3009
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro, Inc. dba PF Chang’s  1245 Worcester St. Claudia Richards
        China Bistro     Suite 3008
Ten-Ichi, Inc. d/b/a Ten-Ichi Dynamic Kitchen 1400 Worcester St. Henry H. Wong, Mgr
   & Bar

Restaurant Beer & Wine
On a motion by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Jennett, the Board unanimously voted to
renew the following restaurant beer & wine licenses for 2014:

A.T. Pan Corp. d/b/a Shanghai Tokyo    54 East Central St. Kai Lan Dan, Mgr
Natick Gourmet Decisions, Inc. d/b/a
     Gourmet Decisions 12A Washington St. Stephanie Spinosa
The Neiman Marcus Group, Neiman Marcus 310 Speen Street Michael Gonsalves
One Moe Time, LLC dba Moe’s Southwest
       Grill 1274 Worcester St. Ryan Rouleau,Mgr
Wasabi Natick Corp. 1265 Worcester St. Jeffrey Miller, Mgr
Lil’ Bill’s, dba Bill’s Pizzeria 58 East Central St. Konstantine Chronopoulos
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Savin Foods, LLC d/b/a Smashburger 1298 Worcester St. Adam Fletcher, Mgr

Restaurant Beer & Wine with Lounge
On a motion by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Jennett, the Board unanimously voted to 
renew the following restaurant beer & wine license with lounge for 2014:
EM-JO, Inc. d/b/a Ziti’s of Natick 218 Speen Street Domenic Rando, Mgr

Restaurant Beer & Wine with Cordials
On a motion by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Jennett, the Board unanimously voted to 
renew the following restaurant beer & wine license with cordials for 2014:
Brushes, Bites, Bottles,LLC dba Palettes 29 Main Street Steven Levinsky, Mgr

Club
Mr. Hughes moved to renew the following club licenses for 2014, specifically excluding
the American Legion.  Seconded by Mr. Ostroff.  The motion passed on a 4-1-0 vote.

Mr. Hughes moved to schedule a hearing on the renewal of the American Legion’s liquor 
license for November 18, 2013.  Seconded by Mr. Ostroff.  The motion passed on a 4-1-0
vote. Ms. Gloff, Mr. Ostroff, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Jennett voted in favor of the motion.  
Mr. Mabardy was opposed.

Natick Lodge #1425 of the Benevolent &
   Protective Order of Elks 95 Speen Street Arthur Hurst, Mgr
The Francesco DeSanctis Lodge #1411 37 Washington Avenue Marguerite Sacchetti
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Natick Post1274  113 West Central St.  Harry Seaholm, Mgr
Amvets Post 79 Off Superior Drive Walter Connery, Mgr

The Police Department compliance report indicated the VFW possibly had some 
gaming machines and that there was going to be a follow up with the ABCC.  

Mr. Hughes was curious about the six poker machines and suggested the Board 
direct the Chair to send a letter to the VFW.  He understood that was part of
the problem with the Legion and another club may have a problem with 
something similar.  He also asked that Attorney David DeLuca make an inquiry 
to the ABCC.  

Innholder
A motion was made by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Jennett, to renew the following 
Innholder licenses for 2014.  Unanimously voted.
DDH Hotel Natick/Speen LLC dba 319 Speen Street Judith Kalfon, Mgr
     Hampton Inn
GSH CY Natick,LLC da Courtyard by 342 Speen Street Frank Dorsey III,Mgr
     Marriott-Natick

Asked why he did not include the Crowne Plaza in his motion, Mr. Hughes, 
explained that he had to abstain on the Crowne Plaza and could not make the 
motion.  

Since the Crowne Plaza was agenda item #12, the Board decided to revisit the 
license renewal after that item.

Documents - list of liquor licenseholders; Police Department compliance 
report;

PARKING PERMIT FEES FOR 2014
Ms. White recommended no changes in the parking permit fees for 2014. The 
fees would continue as:
     Downtown Parking Permits
     $325 for downtown business employees
     $2 for senior citizens

     Commuter Parking Permits
     $600 for Natick residents
     $700 for non-Natick residents

She noted that St. Patrick’s was still a break even depending on the weather 
and how much plowing.

Mr. Jennett moved to table discussion to November 18.  Mr. Ostroff seconded 
for discussion.  A subsequent motion passed and no vote was taken.

Mr. Hughes moved to set the parking permit fees for 2014 the same as in 2013.
Seconded by Mr. Mabardy and unanimously voted.

Speaking to his motion Mr. Jennett explained that the Parking Study Committee
has been reviewing parking permits in Natick and there were two more meetings
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of the Committee before November 18.  A number of questions have been put 
forward and he would like to come back to the Board of Selectmen for review 
on November 8 before the rates were set in case the committee may have a 
recommendation.

Document – Memo from Town Administrator Martha White

Following a 10 minute recess, the meeting was reconvened at 9:10 p.m.

CROWNE PLAZA COMPLAINT:  REPORT OF POLICE DEPARTMENT
Mr. Hughes recused himself from the discussion and voting on this item and 
left the room.

Police Chief James Hicks summarized the issue that involved an incident that 
occurred in September 2012 in which there was an altercation between a 
contract employee there to DJ a party and a patron.  It included a physical 
altercation with the victim receiving several lacerations and the contract 
employee accused of committing several crimes.  The victim has taken action 
against the Crowne Plaza and in June 2013 the Board requested a full report 
from the Police Department.  Lt. Lauzon and Lt. Thompson investigated and 
their report was in front of the Board this evening.  
Robert Carp, attorney for the alleged victim, commended Lt. Lauzon for the 
report which he found to be well documented and for bringing it to the Board.

Ms. White intervened that it was her understanding that Town Counsel 
suggested that the Board not hear testimony.  The decision of whether to hold
a hearing should be based on the report from Lt. Lauzon.

Attorney for the Crowne Plaza, Joseph Ayoub, urged the Board not to have an 
evidentiary hearing at this time.  There was a civil case ongoing for 10 
months.  One issue was whether the Crowne Plaza improperly served (alcohol) 
and the discovery was ongoing.  He suggested the Board wait for whatever came
out of that hearing.  The court was in the best situation to do the best 
hearing.  Lt. Lauzon’s report was good as far as it went, but a lot would be 
required for a hearing.  If the Board conducted a hearing now and the court 
came to a different conclusion, it put the hotel in an extraordinary 
position.  

Mr. Ayoub pointed out that the incident occurred over a year ago.  It was not
as if it happened last week and if the Board didn’t do something now, the 
people of Natick wouldn’t be jeopardized.  This has not happened before at 
this hotel.  He reiterated that this was an ongoing case and the court 
proceeding would allow both parties to have full evidence.  

Mr. Ayoub began to state his belief that the plaintiff was seeking to use the
Board of Selectmen, but Ms. Gloff stopped him from continuing.

Mr. Mabardy reminded Mr. Ayoub that the Board of Selectmen was the issuing 
authority and this matter was separate from any court pending litigation.  He
didn’t know why Mr. Ayoub felt the Board couldn’t proceed with a hearing.

Mr. Ayoub assured Mr. Mabardy that he understood that clearly the Board had 
the discretion.  

Having heard reasons from the hotel’s attorney of why a hearing before the 
conclusion of the court action would make a legal process more complicated, 
Mr. Ostroff inquired if there was an estimated time for the legal case to be 
concluded.  If the Board decided to wait would it be a year from now?

Mr. Carp responded that there was a trial date approximately a year from now 
and if the hotel was found to be liable they could appeal.  It could be 2-3 
years out while his client sat there with a scar on his face.  He didn’t 
think the Town should wait.

Mr. Ayoub stated that he did not know when the trial would take place, but 
once there was a finding from the bench the Board would have all that 
information.  The Board would be in a better position to have more 
information.

Ms. Gloff noted that she hadn’t spoken with the Town’s attorney about this 
and would like to have a conversation with him before scheduling a hearing.

Mr. Ostroff thought the Board heard compelling reasons on both sides, but 
wondered to what extent the Board could initiate the process to see if there 
was factual information that could be established sufficient for the Board to
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make a decision and if the Board felt that couldn’t be done, the hearing 
could be closed without a finding.  He would like to hear the full range of 
options.  He wasn’t comfortable with waiting indefinitely.

Mr. Jennett said he would like to have the advice of counsel. He had some 
concerns about getting involved with both parties.  The Board’s decision 
could have some impact on either side and the Board needed to be careful 
about its action.  They were an ongoing business with a reputable reputation.
He would like to renew the license tonight.

Mr. Mabardy preferred to continue the license renewal until the meeting of 
November 18 with counsel present to recommend the best action.

Ms. Gloff felt that what took place a little over a year ago was a separate 
but related issue to the renewal of the license.  If the members thought 
there was some possibility that renewal of the Crowne Plaza’s license 
wouldn’t be considered, a hearing would have to be scheduled for November 18.
If that wasn’t realistic the Board could renew the license either tonight or 
on the 18th and then if warranted, schedule a hearing to consider revocation 
at a later date.

Mr. Ostroff didn’t believe holding a hearing concerning the Crowne Plaza 
overserving pertained to renewal of their license.

A motion was made by Mr. Jennett to renew the innholder’s liquor license for 
the Crowne Plaza for 2014.  Seconded by Mr. Ostroff.  The motion passed on a 
3-1-0 vote.  Ms. Gloff, Mr. Ostroff, Mr. Jennett voted in favor of the 
motion.  Mr. Mabardy was opposed.  Mr. Hughes had recused himself and did not
vote.

Speaking to his motion, Mr. Jennett referred to an earlier comment that this 
was the Crowne Plaza’s first offense and while he definitely would want to 
have a hearing for the over-service if true, he didn’t consider the offense 
to be evidence enough or non-renewal of their license.  He would like to keep
those two things separate.

Mr. Mabardy stated that he would like to make the decision whether to renew 
or not based on the advice of counsel and would like to have that on November
18.  

Mr. Ostroff reiterated that the allegation was a serious enough issue that he
didn’t want to entangle that with how the license was treated for renewal.  
He was comfortable with scheduling a hearing at some other time.  To him the 
allegation was of a scale and complexity that he would like to renew the 
license tonight and hear from counsel on the other issue in two weeks.

Mr. Mabardy didn’t see why the Board couldn’t wait for counsel’s advice on 
the license renewal.  

Ms. Gloff proposed leaving the item on the agenda for November 18 – not as a 
hearing, but to get feedback from Attorney DeLuca.

Documents –copy of complaint filed by Attorney Carp; copy of Lt. Lauzon’s 
investigation report

Mr. Hughes returned.
ACCEPTANCE OF RESIGNATION FROM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:  JACLYN 
STROMINGER
On a motion by Mr. Ostroff, seconded by Mr. Hughes, the Board unanimously 
voted to accept the resignation of Jaclyn Strominger from the Economic 
Development Committee.

Document:  email from Jaclyn Strominger

AWARD CONTRACT FOR ZONING MAP
Mr. Hughes noted that a DPW intern has looked at every Town Report since the 
Zoning By-law was passed in 1960 and picked out every article that passed 
since then.  It was beyond the ability and timeframe to make the current 
zoning map accurately reflect all the zoning changes made.  What was before 
the Board was a proposal to have AppGeo make all the zoning changes so the 
zoning and Assessors maps coincide and provide a digital GIS layer.  The fee 
would be on a time and materials basis and not exceed $2,500.  Hopefully it 
would be less than that because a lot of the groundwork has been done.
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Mr. Hughes advised that he spoke with the consultant hired to rewrite the 
zoning by-law and the belief was there would be enough of those funds 
remaining to do this.  
Mr. Jennett assumed there was no need for a competitive bid and Ms. White 
responded that this company was on the state bid list for mapping services.  

Mr. Ostroff noted that he professionally worked with this company before and 
they do great work.  

A motion was made by Mr. Hughes to accept the proposal to have AppGeo compile
the zoning map at a fee not to exceed $2,500.  Seconded by Mr. Ostroff and 
unanimously voted.

Documents – Copy of the AppGeo Scope of Work proposal

REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM TOWN BYLAWS ART. 41, S.4:  DYLAN VROTSOS, RONALD 
DOWNING
The Board unanimously voted to exempt Dylan Vrotsos and Ronald Downing from 
the provisions of Town Bylaws Article 41, section 4 so that in addition to 
their regular employment with the Town both could work part-time for the 
School Department.  The vote was taken on a motion by Mr. Ostroff, seconded 
by Mr. Hughes.

Document – Memo from Marianne Davis, School Human Resource Director; 
disclosure form filed by Dylan Vrotsos, disclosure form filed by Ronald 
Downing

DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY:  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PRINTER
The Board was in receipt of a request from the Community Development Director
to surplus an antiquated printer machine (Xerox Model #2510).  In his memo to
the Board, Mr. Reffett advised that the printer appeared to be 20 years old 
and was of no value to the department.  

A motion was made by Mr. Jennett to the printer in Community Development 
Xerox Model #2510 as surplus.  Seconded by Mr. Hughes and unanimously voted. 

MINUTES
Mr. Ostroff moved approval of the minutes of the June 18, 2012 meeting.  
Seconded by Mr. Mabardy.  The motion passed on a 3-0-2 vote.  Ms. Gloff, Mr. 
Ostroff, Mr. Mabardy voted in favor of the motion.  Mr. Hughes and Mr. 
Jennett abstained.

Mr. Hughes moved approval of the minutes of the July 23, 2012 meeting.  
Seconded by Mr. Ostroff.  The motion passed on a 4-0-1 vote.  Ms. Gloff, Mr. 
Ostroff, Mr. Mabardy, Mr. Hughes voted in favor of the motion.  Mr. Jennett 
abstained.
CHABAD CENTER:  REQUEST TO DISPLAY MENORAH ON COMMON
On a motion by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Ostroff, the Board unanimously 
voted to approve the request of the Chabad Center to display the menorah on 
the Common from November 25-December 9, 2013 in observation of Chanukah.

Document – Letter from Rabbi Levi Fogelman

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH:  REQUEST TO DISPLAY CRECHE ON COMMON
On a motion by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mr. Ostroff, the Board unanimously 
voted to approve St. Patrick’s Church’s request to display the Creche on the 
Natick Common for the period of December 9, 2013-January 7, 2014.  

Document – Letter from Reverend Brian Kiely of Saint Patrick Church

EARTH DAY COMMITTEE:  REQUEST TO USE COMMON
On a motion by Mr. Ostroff, seconded by Mr. Hughes, the Board unanimously 
voted to approve the Earth Day Planning Group’s request to use the Natick 
Common on April 20, 2014 (rain date April 27) for an Earth Day Festival.

Document – Letter from Earth Day Planning Group; memo from Jon Marshall, 
Director Recreation & Parks

SELECTMEN’S CONCERNS
a. Community Aggregation Plan

Mr. Hughes inquired if the response from the DPU on the Town’s Community 
Aggregation Plan was typically what would be expected.  It was Ms. White’s 
understanding it was and the Town was working on the answers.

b. Strategic Planning Conference
Mr. Mabardy found the conference held on Saturday to be well done and 
informative.  The subject matter of the Marion Street bridge came up.  From 
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the information available to the Board the 2017 date was not a finalized date
and that was still over three years.  There was concern with the length of 
time the bridge was going to be out and he wondered in the meantime if 
something could be done.  

Mr. Ostroff suggested that on November 14 the Secretary of Transportation 
would be at the Morse Institute for the MetroWest Collaborative and if the 
Marion Street bridge was not addressed in his remarks, it would be helpful 
for a Board member to ask about it.  Maybe the Board could reach out to Mass 
DOT and if they can’t do something, the question could be asked as to what 
the Town could do to make it sooner rather than later.

c. Trails Cleanup Volunteers
Mr. Mabardy noted that Pat Conaway would like to be on the agenda to request 
additional volunteers.

Ms. Gloff suggested that rather than an agenda item, Mr. Conaway could make 
his request under Citizens Concerns.  

Mr. Mabardy pointed out that if it were an agenda item, Mr. Conaway could 
speak on it, whereas Citizens Concerns was limited. 

At Mr. Hughes’ suggestion, Ms. White agreed to put something on the web site.

d. Strategic Planning Committee
Mr. Ostroff thanked the Strategic Planning Committee for the Saturday forum. 
Never did he have such a great group get so much done in such a short period 
of time.  The committee will be meeting in 10 days or so and come back to the
Board with some recommendations.

e. Expansion of Recycling
Regarding the resident concerned with not being able to use recycling, Mr. 
Ostroff advised that he spoke with the resident and told him there had been a
discussion of ways to consider expanding it further and this would be 
discussed further.  When the budget was being developed, Mr. Ostroff asked 
that consideration be given to encouraging more recycling.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

__________________________________
Nicholas S. Mabardy, Clerk


