NATICK COMMISSION ON DISABILITY
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 17, 2003

PRESENT:  Mel Hirsh, Ron Ordway, Gwen Kermode, Joan Sherizen, Cheryl Frieir

ABSENT:  Sandi Crossman

MINUTES:  of July 21st were tabled until the next meeting.  There are no minutes from September or October as there were not meetings.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Massachusetts Brain Injury Association 23rd Annual Conference announcement


Passed out were copies of the October and November ADA Compliance Guides 


Gwen passed around a copy of  “WHAT’S UP? A COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER FOR DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING PEOPLE”


Massachusetts Brain Injury Association announcement of their Profession Council Meeting


A letter from John Kelly of NAG and Bill Henning of BCIL regarding Boston City Council hearing on new brick sidewalks being laid on Huntington Ave and the City’s policy on brick sidewalks.


Joan passed around an article from the Globe regarding the brick sidewalks and the controversy. 


Gwen received info on a book called “Workplace Accommodations Under the ADA” and asked if the Commission would like to purchase it.  Mel made a motion to purchase the book, seconded by Ron and voted unanimously.

Joan passed around the “Disability Issues Spring 2003” newsletter published by CommonHealth Employment Connection, Center for Health Policy and Research, University of Massachusetts Medical School.


Joan has a list of names from her Synagogue; she is proposing to write a letter to each regarding the openings on the Commission.  There should also be something put on the access channel, web page and in the papers.  Gwen made a motion that Joan writes the letter she proposed, Mel seconded and the vote was unanimous.  Others should do the same thing from other organization they belong to.  


Joan passed around a copy of the magazine “Careers and the disABLED  The Career Magazine For People With Disabilities, Fall 2003”.  There was some discussion as to whether the Commission should subscribe to the magazine.  It was decided by a 3-2 vote not to subscribe, but to encourage the library to subscribe so that it is available to the public.  Gwen will send a request to Paula.  

Two pieces of correspondence were too late to discuss with the Commission as their dates were in October.  One was from Metrowest Radio Reading Service at FSC.  Gwen asked Cheryl to see if they could e-mail her the information when they send it out, so that she could get it out by e-mail to members in a timely fashion.  Cheryl will let Gwen know. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  Gwen was unable to prepare a financial statement for the meeting.  She did go over the Commission’s budget and Human Service’s budget requests for FY’05.  There was some discussion about the Director’s position – FT or PT – and what that means for the Commission.  All departments were asked to level fund.  Gwen requested FT for the position in the Human Services budget request and level funded the Commission’s requests.  Mel made a motion, seconded by Joan to level fund the Commission’s budget request.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
HANDICAPPED PARKING VOLUNTARY ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM:  nothing new – need more participants.

IL CENTER REPORT:  Gwen thought Mark would be here tonight, especially to discuss some of the access issues.  No report

AWARENESS/ACCESS ISSUES:

Gwen brought up the issues with Everett’s Funeral Home.  The IL Center has filed a complaint with AAB regarding the front steps and not providing access to that entrance.  Gwen spoke to Mike Melchiorri about it, met with Joe Everett, did measurements, spoke with Mark Dempsey.  She and Mike feel there is not enough room to put a ramp nor a lift.  The threshold of the door is four feet about the level of the sidewalk, he has a maximum of 16’ to each side to the driveways and less that nine feet from the building to the sidewalk.  Gwen suggested to Joe that he apply for a variance, then she got a copy of the complaint.  After some discussion, the Commission voted unanimously to write a letter of support for the Funeral Home for a variance to the AAB.  Members felt that Joe’s main entrance is accessible, he has a lift, just redid the bathroom to be accessible, his parking is on the side of the building where the accessible entrance is and his handicapped parking is at that same entrance.  There if very limited parking at the Park St. side of the building and most people enter from the Church St. side.  The Commission noted that he has a sign on the Park St. side that the HP entrance is on the other side.  The Commission would like him to add another sign near the center of the building indicating that HP parking and entrance are on Church St. side.  Gwen will draft the letter and Joan will sign as Chair person on behalf of the Commission. 

Schools:  Kennedy – nothing new, Wilson – need to do outside and review inside for corrections

Businesses:  Honey Dew Plaza – need owners info, Ron will follow up


Sherwood Plaza East, Pet World and Pizza Hut – Gwen will set up meeting with them.

Fannon’s Liquor Store – Mel will do survey


Leonard Morse Campus – nothing new


5 Commonwealth Road – need to check on as Gwen spoke with them and sent a letter.


Wendy’s Rte. 9 – is ok, Wendy’s Rte 135 – send second letter



Honey Farms – put up sign, but has not changed parking space – Gwen will follow up


White Hen – believe sign is up, but not stripped properly


Cloverleaf Mall – Gwen will follow up


Town Paint – done


Sovereign Bank – Gwen met with, will follow up


CVS – Mel 


Stop & Shop – Gwen


Crowne Plaza – Gwen


Firestone/Dunkin Donuts – Gwen will send another letter, if no response then will look at action


Golf Masters and Cafe – Gwen met with both owners, they purchased signs, need to follow up


Domain Furniture needs to be added to the list.  

Town:  Municipal Complex – nothing new; Municipal Parking – still need proper striping in lot behind Police station, proper height and a van sign in the parking lot between 135 and Pond St., signs at Sr. Ctr. are too high and need to check DPW;  audio/tactile signals – Gwen will check with contractor as there are new ones to add for this year.
Housing:  Cedar Gardens Parking – nothing new

General Public:  Cable TV – RCN in violation of contract with over 400 homes not hooked up; Pegasus is still working on closed captioning.

NEW BUSINESS:  none

MISCELLANEOUS:  We have three opening on the Commission – everyone needs to be recruiting.  

Washington St. and Lake St. at Rte 27 needs crosswalk and sidewalk repairs for access.  Safety Committee received a request from a person who is blind.  The Commission voted unanimously to support the request as one of our members in  a wheelchair fell over at that intersection.   
Meeting adjourned 8:30 pm.
