NATICK COMMISSION ON DISABILITY
MINUTES OF MARCH 12, 2003

PRESENT:  Joan Sherizen, Gwen Kermode, Mel Hirsh, Ron Ordway, Cheryl Freier, Sandi Crossman, Mark Dempsey

ABSENT: Russell Thome

MINUTES:  of January 8, 2003 were accepted as printed.  There were no minutes from February as there was not a quorum.

CORRESPONDENCE:  ADA Compliance Guide, March issue was passed out.


Minutes and Agenda from the Marlborough COD were passed around.


An e-mail from Dick and Jill Miller regarding issues with the Natick train station around safety and use by people with disabilities.


The access aisles at CVS were discussed.  Sandi said she would check on.


Gwen read a letter from the Autism Alliance regarding seeking volunteers for the Annual Kite Day to be held on April 27th from 12 noon to 4 pm at Bose Mountain in Framingham.  Any one interested in helping out should call Nannette Ohman at 508-652-9900. 


Voice Lab – “you talk it types – powerful voice recognition from IBM.  Information at jpajjavvwwxvjp@beyondoffers.net

Winter 2002-2003 Magazine “CAREERS and the disABLED” was passed around. 


“Board Issues New Accessibility Guidelines for Recreation Facilities” article was passed around.


MCDHH NEWS Fall 2002 was passed around

TREASURER’S REPORT:   Balances are as follows


$     743.00 in Operating Budget


$     177.87 in Copy/Postage Budget


$19,255.00 in Capital Account


$  2,019.07 in Revenue Account


Gwen is still off with the Town.  Ruth suggested she meet with Cindy to go over the accounts.


Joan reported that the Finance Committee meeting voted on and approved the Commissions article for $3,800 for audio/tactile signals, walkway and curb-cut improvements and educational materials.  This will be added to the balance in the account to achieve the above mentioned purposes. 


Town Meeting will begin on April 8 at the High School Auditorium at 7:30 pm.  Commissioners should try to attend.

Gwen stated that since her position is being reduced to 20 hours a week causing her to seek other employment to make up the difference she would like the Commission to change their meeting night to Monday or Tuesday.  By doing so she will be able to free up a larger block of time to work elsewhere.  The Commission voted unanimously to change their meeting night to Mondays – usually the third Monday of each month, unless there is a holiday in which case the meetings will be held the second Monday of that month.  April’s meeting will be on Monday April 14th, May’s meeting will be on May 19th.  

HANDICAPPED PARKING VOLUNTARY ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM:  The parking fines from the previous fiscal year were $7,600 giving the Commission the equivalent of 50% or $3,800 for this year’s article.   We still need to set up a time with the Police to train a few more people interested in participating in this program. 

IL CENTER REPORT:  Mark said there was nothing official.  That there is an event on March 26, 2003 – A Legislative Breakfast at the IL Center from 9 – 11 am, 280 Irving St., Framingham.  

There was some discussion about what access issues we are working on and what the IL Center is working on and how we can coordinate these efforts so that businesses do not hear from both of us separately potentially alienating a business that would have voluntarily complied.  
BUSINESS EXPO:  May 21, 2003 from 12 noon to 7 pm at the Royal Plaza Trade Center in Marlborough.  Gwen cannot work the entire event.  She will be there to open and set up.  Sandi said she would close and take things with her.  Gwen will get them from her later.  Other should sign up with Gwen for the times that they can do.  Booth is confirmed and paid for.

AWARENESS AND ACCESS ISSUES:


Kennedy – still need to complete survey, just have not had time


Honey Dew – Information to be compiled to send to the IL Center for potential future action.


Owen O’Leary’s and Hampton Inn – still waiting for specialty signs.


Sherwood Plaza West – done


Sherwood Plaza East – needs to be done, there are no HP parking spaces


Leonard Morse – some signs and striping issues at the ED entrance


Wendy’s Rte 9 and 135 – survey is done, letters still need to go out


Pizza Hut – letter sent to management of Sherwood Plaza East to see if this is part of their responsibilities or is it Pizza Hut property. 


Sears – Russell working on survey – he has done some of the parking lots at the Mall and he will continue to do so.


Cloverleaf Mall – waiting on Gwen sending letter


Home Depot – has signs, will fix with good weather


Honey Farms – has signs, will fix with good weather


White Hen – has signs, not up yet.

Sovereign Bank – letter not sent yet


Building 19 – letter being sent again


CVS – survey of lot needs to be done


Stop & Shop – letter need to go out 


Staples - letter need to go out


BankNorth – waiting for final plan and good weather.


Clark Block – ramp is finished and work on the elevator in progress


Filene’s – fixed doors – done


Firestone/Dunkin Donuts – Gwen has been corresponding with them – no work done yet. The IL Center has received a complaint against them.  Gwen will cc Mark with correspondence to and from them.


Dairy Queen – fixed sign location – done


Town Paint – letter sent – Gwen will follow up


Golf Masters – letter sent – Gwen will follow up


Crown Plaza – Gwen will meet with them


Apts & Commercial at old Baseball Factory – Gwen believes is still in litigation


Walgreens – received complaints about aisles.  Survey is needed.  Ron will do this.

Town:  Municipal Complex – Gwen will revisit when she finished to grants she is writing and catches up a bit.

Housing:  Cedar Gardens – Gwen and Mel did survey.  Gwen will send a letter to the Housing Authority.

There are two openings on the Commission and members spoke of a possible 3 candidates.  All interested candidates need to write a letter to the Board of Selectmen.

Cable TV – the question was raised about closed caption.  
Cheryl passed around invitations to an art exhibit and auction for MetroWest Radio Reading Services and Disability Services Office/FSC on March 19th.

Ron as MA Silver Haired Legislator discussed several upcoming bill.  He made copies for Mark and Gwen should anyone be interested in getting bill numbers or more information.  

