Natick Commission on Disability
Minutes of April 14, 2003

PRESENT:  Russell Thome, Gwen Kermode, Joan Sherizen, Mel Hirsh, Karen Forun, Mark Dempsey.  

ABSENT:  Sandi Crossman, Ron Ordway, Cheryl Freier

MINUTES of March 12, 2003 – motion by Mel, 2nd by Russell to accept as printed.  Unanimous vote.

CORRESPONDENCE:  “PARTNERS FOR YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES, INC.” informing us of a new program – Partners Online- that matches youth with disabilities with inspirational adults with similar disabilties in online mentoring relationships.  Funded from the US Department of Commerce and Mitsubishi Electric Foundation of America.  They are in great need of adults with disabilities to apply to be mentors.  If interested apply through their web site at www.pyd.org or you can contact them at 617-556-4075 x30, TTY: 617-314-2989 or via email at rmckinley@pyd.org. 


WHAT’S UP? A community newsletter for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People was passed around.  If members would like a copy or more information they should call the Framingham Office at 508-820-0493.  


A memo from the Recreation Department on behalf of Natick Days informing us that there is a meeting tonight for Natick Days.  We need to decide if we are going to participate.  They need to know as soon as possible, but no later than June 13th.


A letter from MOD regarding a regional meeting for members of local Commissions on Disability hosted by the Framingham Commission on Disability, at the D. Justin McCarthy College Center at Framingham State College on Thursday May 8th from 1-4 pm.  Gwen is planning to attend if she is able to after her surgery.  Joan may be interested in going.  RSVP by May 5th and if need accommodation by April 29th to MOD.


A flyer regarding more Medicaid Services Imperiled! Was passed around. 


The Metrowest Community Prayer Breakfast will be on May 2, 2003 at the Sheraton in Framingham.  Gwen can copy the registration form for those interested.  Due to her surgery, she will not be able to attend. 


A Community Transportation Forum was held on April 9th in Framingham.  No one present attended the meeting, so we have no new information. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  The financial report was passed out showing balances of $743.60 for operating, $154.40 for print copy with a total budget balance of $898.00.  The Capital account has a balance of $19,255.04 and the revenue account has a balance of $1,354.73.  Gwen received the renewal notice for the ADA Compliance Guide and needs to know if the Commission wants to continue with this subscription at a cost of $329.00.  Mel made a motion to renew the subscription, seconded by Russell, with a unanimous vote in favor of the motion.  

Joan reported on Town Meeting, telling questions asked and how it went.  Town Meeting approved the Commission Article for $3,800.00 which will be added to the Capital budget.  

HANDICAPPED PARKING VOLUNTARY ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM:  Gwen will be meeting with the Brookline Commission who is looking to do this as well as Framingham.  Lt. Mabardy has agreed to attend the Brookline meeting with Gwen.  Mel expressed an interest in attending as well.  

IL CENTER REPORT:  Mark said they were working on a number of issue, but nothing major in Natick at the moment.  Both the Commission and the IL Center have received complaints at Building 19.  Gwen said she has been corresponding with them, has met them at the site and gone over what they need to do to the parking area and ramp.  She has seen a couple new signs up, but nothing else.  She will write to them again – by e-mail or letter- and get back to Mark in a couple weeks.  

BUSINESS EXPO:  
Gwen asked for members to volunteer for specific times for the EXPO on May 21, 2003 from 12 noon to 7 pm.  She will get there early with the material and set up the booth and then stay as long as she can.  From the last meeting Sandi said she would close up and bring all materials back to Gwen.  Volunteers signed up for the following:


Mel 

12  -  2


Russell

  2  -  4


Mark 

  4  -  7

Karen

  4  -  7


Ron     
              2  -  4?


Sandi    
5:30 or 6? – 7 to close booth and take materials 


Joan 

depends on job?

AWARENESS/ACCESS ISSUES:  


Schools:  Kennedy is having some renovations done.  When will check with Bob Graham on the plans and let the Commission know at the next meeting.


Businesses:  Honey Dew Plaza – we discussed turning this over to the IL Center, but wanted to check once more with Sandi before doing so.  



Owen O’Learys and Hampton Inn – signs have been delivered.



Sherwood Plaza East – nothing new.  Includes Pizza Hut and Pet World.



Leonard Morse Campus – Call Beth for a meeting



Wendy’s Rte. 9 and Rte 135 – letter sent



Rose Carpet – nothing new



Sears/Natick Mall – continuing on parking survey



Cloverleaf Mall – sending letter


Home Depot – need to check to see if fixed



Honey Farms – need to check to see if fixed



White Hen – need to check to see if fixed



Sovereign Bank – letter sent



Building 19 – e-mail sent which how they chose to correspond the last time.



CVS – Mel said he would do



Stop and Shop – letter sent



Bank North – call manager to see where they stand with the new plan they said they were going to do.



Clark Block – members should go see the new ramp and the last Gwen was there they were still working on the elevator.



Firestone/Dunkin Donuts – write letter again.  The IL Center has received a complaint as well as our Commission.



Dairy Queen – done.



Town Paint – need to check to see if fixed.  Mel did not think so.



Golf Masters and Cafe – letter sent



Natick Outdoor Store – letter sent



Crowne Plaza – need to send letter or meet with.



Old Baseball factory lot – believe is still in litigation


Town:  Municipal Complex, Parking areas – reports have been given to the Town Administrator.  


Audio/tactile signals – the company is working on completing, but need to order a few more as the Fire Department did not have enough.



Access surveys of remaining Town buildings – we need to do the Senior Center and DPW.


Housing:  Mel and Gwen surveyed Cedar Gardens Parking lots and Gwen will send a letter to the Housing Authority.


General public:  nothing new


The Ride:  they are short drivers, so getting complaints because they are behind.
MISCELLANEOUS:  We still have openings on the Commission and need to make an effort to recruit people.  Steve Austin has expressed an interest, but Gwen is not sure if he sent in a letter to the Selectmen.  All members should try to recruit.


Karen and Mark said that JFK is getting another license in Framingham as a taxi.  They have accessible transportation. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

