NATICK COMMISSION ON DISABILITY
MINUTES OF APRIL 26, 2004

PRESENT:  Ron Ordway, Gwen Kermode, Sandi Crossman, Joan Sherizen, Mel Hirsh, Dale Boam, John MacGillivray, Cheryl Frieir

MINUTES:  February of February 26, 2004 were accepted as printed.  There were no March minutes as there was not a quorum.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Catalogues: Ann Morris Enterprises, Inc. “A Catalog of Innovative Products Dedicated to People with Vision Loss” and  “Children and Adult Braille, Large Print and Electronic Books”.  The Commission would like to give these to the library. 


An announcement from the Mass. Brain Injury Assoc. regarding a Workshop on May 20, 2004 from 4:30-6:30 pm in Newton Center, MA. And another announcement regarding upcoming events for May.


Correspondence from the Govenor’s Commission on Employment of People with Disabilities – Awards to companies who have successfully hired and retained people with disabilities.


Correspondence to the General Manager of the MBTA, Mr. Mullen regarding hiring an indepent firm to assess the Ride compliance with the ADA from Pam Rogers of the Ride Advocacy.


New brochure from Natural Access


Metrowest Community Health Care Foundation regarding upcoming Grant information.


An announcement regarding PCA Advocacy and Education Day on 4/27/04 at 11:00 am at the State House


“Whats UP” Community Newsletter for Deaf and Hard of Hearing – Spring 2004


ADA Compliance Guides from February, March, and April 18, 2003

Correspondence regarding the Natick Community Coalition Planning Event at the Library on 4/26/04


Correspondence from Curtis, Hearing Loss Help Update on Devices and Resources

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Total Budget $1,009.06, with $577.55 in Operating and $431.51 in Postage and Copy.  $17,430.04 in Capital and $1,991.04 in the Revenue Account.


The articles usually presented once a year for 50% of the previous years handicapped parking fines has been discouraged for the last to Town Meeting sessions.  The Commission needs to submit for this coming Fall Town Meeting.  We should be looking for audio/tactile signals at Speen St., Hartford St and Rte 9, Mill St. and Speen St. at Rte 135, curb cuts on Mill, So. Main, East St and sidewalks around the Common.  Gwen suggested that the Commission work with Mr. Sarkisian, Director of Community Development, on these access issues.  He also has access to the installers for the Town.

Gwen stated that the ADA Guide needs to be renewed and the price has increased to $419.00.  She asked if the Commission wanted to continue this subscription.  The Commission voted to continue as they felt this is a valuable resource.

IL CENTER REPORT:  none

COMMISSION OPERATION AND SUPPORT:  The Commission discussed the position with John and the functions the ADA Coordinator has been responsible for.  The asked about his experience and input.  

AWARENESS AND ACCESS ISSUES: 



Gwen received plans for the renovations to Firestone and Dunkin Donuts parking and curb cuts.  She wrote a letter back with corrections and questions.  She has not received a response as yet.


Dolphin Restaurant has put signs back up and re-striped the access aisle.  They have corresponded with AAB and Gwen has copies of this correspondence.

Sherwood Plaza East, Pizza Hut and Pet World still have no HP parking and Gwen is not receiving correspondence in response to what she has sent.  Mel will follow up on this.


Staples/Stop and Shop still have the wrong signs, some in the ground, some not.  Another letter needs to be sent.


Honey Farms – need to send another letter – has striping done, needs to install sign at head of parking space.


White Hen – right sign, wrong striping – need to send another letter


Elks Club – Wheelchair cars only – no van sign, Sandi will look into this.


Crowne Plaza – no change – Gwen was told they were going through Corporate to get an architect to do a plan to redo the handicapped parking and access.  Discussed changes would need some construction work.


Cloverleaf Mall – wrong signs, striping is good, send another letter


Metrowest Medical Center – some work has been done


Ethan Allen – have HP spaces but no signs, also should look at surveying the curb cut to entrance.


Sears/Natick Mall – front parking lot in front by Rte 9 – needs proper signage and installed in the ground.  Send letter to Mall management.


World War II Museum – has not been surveyed yet – Ron will do.


Domain Furniture – needs access survey


Wendy’s Rte 135 – still has wrong sign – send another letter


Sovereign Bank – send letter – striping good, wrong signs


Italian Club was brought up, but they have not done any renovations that would kick in the regulations and force change.


Nick’s newly renovated restaurant needs be surveyed


C & T Wallpaper’s new renovation is major and needs to be surveyed

TOWN:  Audio/tactile Signals:  need to make an appointment with Ocean State Signal to choose which signal to use.  Include Sarki if possible.  Parking lot between Pond St. and W. Central St. has not been corrected.  Municipal buildings not surveyed include DPW and the Sr. Center.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm

