NATICK COMMISSION ON DISABILITY
MINUTES OF MAY 19, 2003

PRESENT:  Cheryl Freier, Russell Thome, Mel Hirsh, Joan Sherizen, Gwen Kermode, Ron Ordway

ABSENT:  Sandi Crossman

MINUTES of April 14, 2003 were approved as printed on a motion by Mel, second by Russell, unanimous vote.

CORRESPONDENCE:  Gwen passed a schedule of dates for meetings through December 2003.

The April and May ADA Compliance Guides were distributed to those present.


Joan passed around an article about a laser cane for blind persons.  And an article about accessibility changes to copier controls which uses a text to speech software in a computer attached to a copier.


Joan also discussed correspondence from Joe Weisse regarding representation on the Emergency Management Planning Committee.  Joe is willing to serve on this committee for the Commission.  Joan will get back to Joe on this.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Gwen passed out a copy of the financial report and Russell read the balances as follows:  operating budget $414.60, print/copy $147.39, capital budget at $13,630.04, and the revenue account at $2,151.60.

Gwen requested to purchase office supplies and maybe mileage from the Commission’s budget as she has not charged any of these expenses to date to the Commission even though some of the expenses and mileage are for Commission business.  The Commission approved Gwen charging the expenses mentioned above to the Commission budget on a motion by Joan, second by Mel and unanimous vote.
HANDICAPPED PARKING VOLUNTARY ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM:  nothing new

IL CENTER REPORT:   no report

BUSINESS EXPO – Ron and Joan cannot make it.  Gwen has not heard from Sandi since she said she would come and close the booth. Otherwise the schedule remains as listed in the previous minutes. 
AWARENESS/ACCESS ISSUES:  



Schools:  nothing new


Businesses:  Owen O’Leary’s and Hampton Inn are done



Sherwood Plaza East – Gwen will send another note or make contact with Management Company.



LMH Campus – need to set up meeting



Wendy’s Rte 9 and Wendy’s Rte 135 – need to check and see if signs are done.  They did contact Gwen and said they would be done.



Natick Mall – Russell is doing parking lot surveys



Cloverleaf Mall – Gwen will send letter.



Home Depot – Mel will check to see if it is done



Honey Farms – Gwen will check to see if done



White Hen – Gwen will check to see if done



Sovereign Bank – Gwen will check on status



Building 19 – The IL Center will check on and take appropriate action



CVS – Mel will survey parking and aisles



Stop and Shop – Gwen will recheck to see if corrections have been made



Bank North – Gwen will call to check on status of plan and action



Staples – Gwen will check to see if corrected yet.



Clark Block – Russell said he went to see and the ramp is great, the elevator is not done yet.



Firestone/Dunkin Donuts – They called and left message, Gwen returned call and left message – have not reached each other yet.



Town Paint – Mel said nothing done yet.



Golf Masters and Cafe – Gwen will follow up on status



Natick Outdoor Store – Gwen met with and Mel said is done.



Crowne Plaza – Gwen wants to meet with them as soon as she is able to.



Apt/commercial use at old baseball factory – not sure of legal issues settled yet.


Town:  Municipal Complex – all reports were sent last fall to the Town Administrator – some items Maintenance has corrected, the others are structural and probably need a variance.


Municipal Parking – all reports were sent to Town Administrator, but not to DPW.  Gwen will send to DPW and Community Development.  She sent Sarki corrected plans for the Town Hall lot twice.  She will check into this again.



Audio/tactile signals:  more than half done, needed to order a couple more in order to complete job.  They are in downtown if anyone wants to see what they are like.



Access surveys of remaining town buildings – we only have the Sen. Ctr. And DPW to do.  We should see if the IL Center will help with these.


Housing:  Gwen and Mel did survey, but it is not typed up yet and has not been sent yet, i.e. Cedar Gardens Parking


General Public:  Cheryl will work on the Ride issues instead of Russell.  Cable TV – the chair of that committee is Jackie Ladd.  We should send a letter requesting more closed captioning.  


Kansas Street to Lake St. there is no cross walk and it is a horrible intersection.  Russell got his wheelchair stuck trying to cross that intersection.  The issue should go the safety committee.


Washington St. Parking – the Commission asked that Gwen send another letter as we have heard nothing back from the Safety Committee nor the Selectmen. Ron made a motion to copy the first letter and send it with a note to locate a HP parking space on Washington St. with location to the Board of Selectmen, the Safety Committee, DPW and NCA.  The motion was seconded by Mel and the unanimously voted. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

