COMMISSION ON DISABILITY
MINUTES OF JUNE 16, 2003

PRESENT:  Gwen Kermode, Cheryl Freier, Russell Thome, Mel Hirsh, Joan Sherizen, Ron Ordway

ABSENT:  Sandi Crossman

MINUTES:  of May 19, 2003 were approved on a motion by Mel, second by Gwen and unanimous vote.

CORRESPONDENCE:     Joan passed around an article titled “E-Trade, state settle but ATM dispute remains” from the Boston Globe. Gwen will copy for members. 


Joan passed around an issue of “CAREERS and the disABLED” Spring 2003 magazine.


Gwen read then passed around correspondence from Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital Network to introduce the Disability Issues Newsletter, a joint publication of the Massachusetts Medicaid Infrastructure Grant, located at the University of Massachusetts Medical School Center for Health Policy & Research, and the Community Information Network for Individuals with Disabilities, an initiative of Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital.  Gwen passed around some issue of “Disability issues” Spring 2003 newsletter. The correspondence also included an announce of  “Massachusetts Medicaid Infrastructure Grant stakeholder planning session to held on June 19th from 2-4 pm at the Institute for Community Inclusion, 20 Park Plaza, 13th Floor, Boston, MA.  Correspondence also included more information about the grant the organizations involved.

Gwen passed around a copy of a workshop on “The Olmstead Challenge Altering Accepted Practices Medicaid’s Community Living Options” to be held on June 23rd from 9:15 am to 3:30 pm at the Tremont House Hotel sponsored by the Disability Policy Consortium, the Disability Law Center, Boston Center for Independent Living and the Massachusetts Statewide Independent Living Council.


Gwen read a letter from William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth regarding the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) which became law in October 2002.  Massachusetts is eligible to receive certain federal funding to assist in the improvement of elections including poll worker training, providing voter education and improving the administration of federal elections.  The state has established a Steering Committee to submit a plan detailing how it will spend the money.  There will be two public hearings to be held on Monday June 16th at Boston City Hall.  If interested in more information, please contact the Secretary of the Commonwealth’s office. 

Gwen also read an announcement of an AHEAD Exhibit a new products for persons with low vision called the Mobilux-Far (combination magnifier/telescope), the Videolupe and Keeler’s NuVision video magnifier, and others.  The products are by Eschenbach Optik.


Gwen passed out the ADA Compliance Guide for June.


Gwen passed around the “What’s Up?” A Community Newsletter for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People, Spring 2003. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  Gwen passed out the financial report of the Commission’s accounts.  Mel read the balance figures as follows:  Operating - $188.38, Print/Copy - $147.39 for a total budget balance of $335.77.  In capital the balance is 13,630.04 and the revenue account balance is $1,853.04.  Since the report was printed there was an additional bill for postage received in the amount of $9.29.  

Fall Town Meeting will begin October 21, 2003.  The Commission should have an article in for that Town Meeting for the 50% of the FY 2003 handicapped parking fines.  This needs to be voted on at our July meeting as the article must be submitted early in August. We are also running low on the business booklets from the Better Business Bureau.  There was a motion by Mel, seconded by Russell to purchase more to replace those that we are low on or have run out of .

HANDICAPPED PARKING VOLUNTARY ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM:  There are a few people interested in participating.  Gwen will contact the Police Department to schedule a training.


Gwen has been invited to the Brookline COD to talk about the program on Thursday, June 19th.  She now has a conflict and would like to know if another Commissioner can go, specifically Mel since he is the most active in the program or Joan as the Chair of the Commission.  They both said they would get back to her.

IL CENTER REPORT:  none

BUSINESS EXPO – Report:  Mel said there were not many people who stopped by the booth while he was there.  Russell said there were quite a few who stopped by the booth during his shift.  Gwen was there the whole day, there were slow periods and periods of time when there were more people.  She went around and visited the other booths and gave information.  Some of these vendors did come by the booth for more information.  
AWARENESS AND ACCESS ISSUES:  


Schools:  Kennedy – not scheduled yet and have not received the scheduled renovation or changes from Bob yet.


Sherwood Plaza East – at least one of the stores is under renovations, the largest one.  The parking lot should be done after this renovation is over.  Gwen will follow up on.


Sherwood Plaza West – Gwen received a complaint that the Handicapped parking was not directly in front of the Christmas Tree Shop.  They have more handicapped parking than required, have done a great job with new curbcuts and cross walks.  They have spaced the handicapped parking all along the store side of the parking lot, there are a lot of stores and a few restaurants in that strip mall, so the Commission if full consensus agreed that they more than meet the requirements.   


Leonard Morse Campus – Metrowest Medical Center:  still need to set up meeting with COO and Facilities Manager.

Wendy’s:  Ron will check both to see if done


Strip Mall where Rose Carpet is:  need to find out who owner is.


Natick Mall:  still working on surveying all parking lots, a couple are done.


Cloverleaf Mall:  sent letter mid June, need to check parking lot before next meeting.  

Home Depot:  done


Honey Farms:  Gwen will check on


White Hen:  Gwen will check on


Sovereign Bank:  nothing, sent second notice


CVS, Rte 135:  surveyed by Mel, Gwen sent letter.  Need to recheck before next meeting


Bank North:  done


Building 19:  nothing new


Stop & Shop signs:  Ron and Gwen will check on again.


Staples:  Gwen will check to see if done


Firestone/Dunkin Donuts:  Gwen understands that there is a plan, but has not been able to talk to Chad Adams about it.  He has returned calls, but we have not been able to connect yet.


Town Paint – Not done – sent another letter


Golf Masters and Cafe: Gwen will send another letter


Crowne Plaza:  Gwen will send a letter

Town:  Parking – met with DPW and have talked about what needs to change at Dept. Head meetings.  Have given parking surveys and needed changes to DPW.  Some changes have been made, but not all.


Audio/tactile signals are about 50% complete.  We are now waiting for new units to come in.

Housing:  Gwen sent letter to Housing Authority

General Public:  Cable – Ron said they have upgraded the studio and are looking for volunteers to man the cameras

MISCELLANEOUS:  There are still two openings on the Commission.  We need to do some recruitment.

Cheryl asked about the Natick Community Coalition, when they meet.  The Coalition now meets the 4th Thursday of each month, but that may change is September.  There may not be meeting in the summer, except for the Steering Committee.  Gwen will add Cheryl and Russell to the Coalition e-mail list.
Next meeting is July 21st.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

