NATICK COMMISSION ON DISABILITY
MINUTES OF JULY 19, 2003

PRESENT:  Joan Sherizen, Gwen Kermode, Cheryl Frieir, Russell Thome, Ron Ordway, Mel Hirsh

ABSENT:  Sandi Crossman 

MINUTES of June 16, 2003:  It was pointed out that the minutes do not reflect the discussion of the nominating committee.  With those changes, Mel made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Ron, unanimously approved.

TOWN PAINT:  Gary Sandler of Town Paint was present to discuss complaints received by the Commission.   Handicapped parking was discussed and the Commission will hold off on any further action until September, when the corrections should be made.  Motion by Mel, second by Gwen, voted unanimously.   Regarding aisle widths, Mr. Sandler stated that he would loose 20-25% of is space for stock items.  He has an employee in a wheelchair.  Discussions revolved around clearing as much of the center aisle as possible, some aisles to the side are ok, others need more space.  He should put a sign up that assistance is available by sales associates if needed.  He will change the parking space to that next to his building.  He will write a letter to the Commission including how he services persons with disabilities.  
CORRESPONDENCE:  An article from the Globe, 4/2/2003 was passed around entitled “Cinemas found in violation of ADA, Judge: Disabled lack access to stadium seating.”


A letter from the Secretary of the Commonwealth regarding the “Help America Vote Act (HAVA) and up-coming public hearings by three committees that have been established: Provisional Voting and Voter Identification, Voting Equipment and Accessibility, and Training and Education.  


Copies of a news article from the Globe (no date listed) entitled “E-Trade, state settle but ATM dispute remains.


Copies of a brochure by the Morse Institute Library “Library Services For Patrons With Disabilities”.


Information from Ruth Ann Hastings entitled “Freewheelin’ Disney, Travel tips to the greatest destination on Earth, Brought to you by MouseEarVacations.com. 


ADA Compliance Guide from July 2003 was passed out. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  Final figures for FY’03 were not in yet and we began the FY’04 budget on July 1, 2003.  

HANDICAPPED PARKING VOLUNTARY ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM:  No Report

IL CENTER REPORT:  No Report

BUSINESS EXPO – REPORT:   Gwen felt the Business Expo was worth keeping if people can volunteer to man the booth next year.  There were slow times, but also busy times.  Also visiting the other businesses at their booths and giving them information was helpful and she was able to answer many of their questions. 

AWARENESS/ACCESS ISSUES:  

Schools:  Kennedy  - still have not been able to schedule a site visit due to Gwen’s schedule.


Wilson – Gwen will check with the school, but would like to do site visit on Wed. at 9:30 am.  Russell, Ron, Mel, Joan and Gwen are available.  Gwen will only call if there is a problem with the date and time, otherwise we will meet at the school.

Businesses:  Honey Dew Plaza – nothing new


Sherwood Plaza East – have not done parking lot, not sure if construction on buildings is done.  Need to re-check


Pizza Hut and Pet World – Gwen has not heard back from Sherwood Plaza if they are responsible for the parking areas or the other stores.  She will try again.

Fannon’s Liquor Store – needs survey done


Leonard Morse Campus – nothing more done


5 Commonwealth Road – RJ Holmes – spoke with and sent letter – need to check to see if has done corrections.


Wendy’s Rte 9 and Wendy’s Rte 135 – wrong signs, no changes yet


Staples – Gwen checked and they are done


Rose Carpet – need to find out who owner is of the strip


Natick Mall – surveys not all done yet


Honey Farms – need to check to see if changed space with striping and moved sign


White Hen – need to check to see if new signs and striping are in


Cloverleaf Mall – Gwen has not had time to check on again, nor resend letter.  Striping is fine, signs are wrong.


Sovereign Bank – Gwen met with.  Need to review in fall to see if changes have been made.


Town Paint – already discussed


Building 19 – have heard nothing since Gwen spoke to Mark.

CVS, Rte. 135 – Mel will check on.


Stop and Shop – thought was done, but Mel thought not, Gwen will check on.


Clark Block – putting in elevator and ramp – Russell will follow up on


Crowne Plaza – Gwen will follow up on


Firestone/Dunkin Donuts – Gwen will follow up on


Golf Masters and Cafe – Gwen has met with an owner of part of the complex and will be meeting with the owner of the other part.  They have purchased signs.


Baseball Factory – nothing new

Town:  Municipal Complex – nothing new, Municipal Parking – lot by Town Hall done, signs raised on parking meters, but the lot between 135 and Pond St. is not done and the lot behind the Police Station has the correct signage, but no striping.  Senior Ctr. Signs are too high.  Need to check DPW, Access surveys of remaining town buildings – we still need to do DPW, Senior Center and satellite fire stations.  Audio/tactile signals – Gwen has been trying to get a change order form the company to order the number of devices they need and to see when the job will be completed.   

Housing:  Cedar Gardens – nothing new

General Public:  Cable TV – nothing new, Other: The Ride- nothing new

Miscellaneous:  Openings on Commission – nothing new


Nominating Committee – Joan will remain as Chair


Russell is moving, so this is his last meeting as a member.  He would like to stay on the Advisory Committee and will send his new contact info to Gwen.
Meeting Adjourned 8:45 pm
