NATICK COMMISSION ON DISABILITY

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 26, 2004

PRESENT:  Mel Hirsh, Ron Ordway, Sandi Crossman, Gwen Kermode, Dale Boam, Margaret Davis

ABSENT: Cheryl Freier, Joan Sherizen

MINUTES:  Minutes of January 26, 2004 were accepted with the correction the wrong sign is located in the lower parking lot, not the upper one.
CORRESPONDENCE:  


Area Health and Human Services Programs from Metrowest Community Health Care Foundation cuts in services due to budget cuts.


Invitation to Partners for Youth with Disabilities present Partners by the Sea 2004 with awards one of which is going to Myra Berloff of MOD.


ADA Compliance report from January and February 2004


Mass. Brain Injury Assoc. workshop announcement on financial planning to be held on Thurs. March 18th from 4:30 – 6:30 pm.


Roll Call newsletter from the Boston Center for Independent Living dated 2/15/04


An announcement of the 26th Annual Legislative Reception at the State House on Wednesday March 10th from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm.


A letter from the The Ride Advocacy Project requesting letters from agencies and organizations regarding their experience with the Ride.  The Commission voted unanimously to send a letter.  Gwen will write it.  Ron suggested that the Senior Center should send a letter as well.

A brochure from the Mass. Brain Injury Assoc. regarding their 23rd Annual Conference on Wed. March 24th from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, with a pre-conference workshop on Tuesday.  This will be held at the Best Western Royal Plaza in Marlborough. 


The request from the Safety Committee regarding a resident’s request for a handicapped parking sign on a public roadway – Dale drafted letter, Gwen will finalize letter to the Safety Committee and e-mail it to Ron.

TREASURERS REPORT:  none

IL CENTER REPORT: none

COMMISSION OPERATIONS AND SUPPORT:  Gwen is only on per diem status until May 1st.  The Commission needs to discuss how they will operate after that time.  Motion by Mel that the Chairman of the Commission on Disability should sent a letter to the Town Administrator requesting how the Town plans on meeting the requirements of the ADA and compliance of the ADA and AAB, as well as a Town official appointment to the Commission as stated in the state regulations. 

ACCESS ISSUES:  


Sherwood Plaza East – Gwen visited, sent another letter requesting information from them on their plans for providing handicapped parking.  


CVS, Rte 135 – visited by Gwen and is done.


Firestone/Dunkin Donuts – letter sent by Gwen on repeated issues.  The letter invites them to the March 15th meeting.


Dolphin – a violation with the AAB has been filed by the IL Center.  The AAB has sent the Dolphin correspondence requesting they reply in writing on how and when they will make the corrections.  Ron said that we had agreed that the Dolphin could put the parking facing the wall near the take out entrance.  Ron will talk to the owner.  


McDonalds on Rte. 9 – Gwen visited and is done.


Honey Farms – Gwen visited and they still have the issue of putting the sign in the correct location.  


White Hen – Gwen visited, the signs are up, but the striping is not correct.


Cedar Gardens – a letter has been sent, but no follow up as yet.


Cloverleaf Mall – Gwen visited, the signs are still incorrect.  She sent another letter. 


Wendy’s Rte 9 – is completed.


Wendy’s Rte 135 still has no standing signs


5 Commonwealth Road – they bought signs, but to our knowledge are not up yet.  Gwen will visit to check and then correspond with the owner again.


Golf Masters and Café – Gwen has met with the three different owners/managers.  The Café is accessible, they only needed to move a plant to allow the 18” clearance on the pull side of the door.  The Indoor Golf Center and Pro shop is accessible from the rear door, but the lower portion of the Pro shop is not accessible.  They do give lessons to individuals with disabilities and will provide whatever service is needed in the Pro shop.  The golf course and swimming pool are accessible as are the restrooms.  There is no handicapped parking at any of the facilities.  Gwen went over with each where handicapped parking is needed, but has not seen any installed as yet. 


Building 19 – not properly signed, products put in the way of accessible travel – Gwen asked the IL Center to deal with this business.


Fannon’s Liquor Store – letter sent regarding the lack of handicapped parking. 


Crowne Plaza – Gwen will revisit – they were going to have an architect draw up plans to better position handicapped parking and correct the signage.


Stop and Shop has signage issues, needs to be revisited

Staples – letter sent, signage issues, needs to be rechecked


Sovereign Bank – striping is wrong, Gwen met with them and will check again to see if done.


Domain Furniture – Joan was working on


Rose Carpet – Ron will find out who owns the shopping center

Town:  Municipal Complex and Parking – no further changes have been made the issues raised with these.


Audio/tactile signals – the previous provider can no longer get the signals we have.  We need to choose something else.  Gwen is meeting with the representative to look at comparables.  She will let the Commission know when this meeting has been set up.

Housing – no response from the Housing Authority as yet.

General Public – nothing new

NEW BUSINESS:  Elks Club – Sandi said she would check on regarding the sign in lower lot.


Ron said the World War II Museum behind Sherwood Plaza has access issues.  Gwen and Ron will do survey.


Margaret told the Commission that Walgreens by Roche Bros. now has automatic doors. 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Next meeting March 15, 2004.

