ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

RULES AND REGULATIONS

SECTION I  

The following Rules and Regulations are adopted by the Natick Zoning Board of Appeals under the authority of, and in compliance with the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Chapter 40A, Sections Nine (9) and Twelve (12).  These rules and regulations shall become effective upon the filing of the same with the Town Clerk for the Town of Natick.

SECTION II

The provisions of these rules, so far as they are the same as those existing rules now in force and effect by reason of the practice conducted before the Zoning Board of Appeals, shall be construed as a continuation thereof and not as new provisions.  Where ambiguities or questions occur in the definition of the general practice that has been previously conducted before the expansion, clarification, and ratification of such practices.

SECTION III
It is hereby intended that the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of Natick shall govern in all respects regarding these rules and regulations.  If there should be any conflict between the provisions of these rules and regulations and the Zoning By-Laws of the Town of Natick, then those provisions of the Zoning By-Laws shall govern.  If there is any conflict between these rules and regulations and the General laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts pertaining to zoning, then the Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall govern in all such cases.

SECTION IV

1.
All petitions before the Board for hearing, shall be filed with the Town Clerk, shall clearly state the relief sought and the grounds therefore, and shall contain the following materials:


a.
Seven copies of the following: Application for Appeal, detailed engineered plans showing the dimensions of the lot in questions and the locus and dimensions of existing buildings and proposed structures, driveways, roads and ways in existence or to be used.  Additional copies of plans and applications shall be required when requested by the Board.


b.
Architectural renderings, landscaping rendering, and contour drawings (when requested by the Board).


c. 
All petitions for Sign Code violations shall be accompanied by detailed engineering plans showing the proposed locus of the sign(s), the size, the color and type of sign(s) requested.


d.
The established filing fee must be submitted.  Where more than one relief is sought on the same petition, the filing fee will be the sum of each variance and special permit requested.

2.
The Board shall, in accordance with the law, publish Notice of Hearings and shall send proper notice to all persons as required by Chapter 40A, Section 11 of the General Laws, and to all Boards deemed by this Board to be interested.

3.
The Board shall set all filing fees to be paid by Petitioning parties and shall from time to time, review and revise these fees.

4.
Records of the Board of Appeals shall, at all reasonable times, be available to the public and copies of the same may be obtained at a cost of $.25 per page.

5.
The Chairman of the Board shall conduct the order of all hearings and shall have the right to limit any speaker before the Board to a period of ten minutes.

6.
Any Petitioner who intends to withdraw his petition may do so without prejudice prior to the publication of the Notice of Public Hearing.  Thereafter, a petition may only be withdrawn without prejudice with the approval of the permit granting authority or special permit granting authority.

7.
The Board reserves the right to ask any Petitioner to submit additional documentary evidence and revised plans in order for a determination to be made of a given appeal.

8.
The Board shall, at its discretion, set a cut-off date for appeals to be filed for a specific hearing date.

9.
The Board shall follow all applicable provisions as set forth by Chapter 40A of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and of the Town Zoning By-Laws.

10.
The Board, at the request of the Petitioner, may accept a waiver of the time limitation, as set forth in Chapter 40A, Sections Fifteen (15) and Nine (9), of the General Laws, if a request is submitted to the Board in writing and, in the opinion of the Board, additional time is deemed essential for a proper determination to be made on a given appeal.  Said consent of waiver, must be filed in the Office of the Town Clerk of Natick and with the Board of Appeals.  

11.
The Board may vote to re-consider its vote on a petition prior to the filing of its decision with the Town Clerk.

12.
The Board may vote to amend its decision after it is filed with the Town Clerk, but only within the statutory appeal period as set forth in Chapter 40A, Section Eleven (11), provided said amendment shall not adversely affect their original decision.

13.
The Board may, in any particular case, where such action is in the public interest and not inconsistent with the intent and purpose of Chapter 40A of the General Laws, vote to waive strict compliance with its Rules and Regulations and Fee Schedule (contained herein).

FEE SCHEDULE

Variance - Residential

$125.00 per request

Variance - Commercial

$250.00 per request plus $.05 per square foot of gross floor area

Special Permit - Sign

$200.00 per sign

Site Plan Approval

$750.00 plus $.05 per square foot of gross floor area

Approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals
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