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It's summer and sustainability is so hot right now. Scroll
through this newsletter to learn about all the cool climate
projects the Town is working on and how you can help.

View this email in your browser

By Your Powers Combined...
We (yes WE!) are Captain Planet!
Natick has grown its name as an exemplary community working to be more
sustainable, but our journey is far from over. We need help from residents like you
to achieve our goals and to hold our feet to the

re when we fall short.

Almost every item in this quarter's newsletter includes something big or small you
can do to help advance our mission to be the most sustainable community in
Massachusetts and a model for other towns. Please take a few minutes to 1)
forgive our cheesy reference to Captain Planet and 2) see what's happening and 3)
consider how you can help!
Click the links below to quickly advance to the sections you're most interested in
(we're testing this feature this month and it may not work in every email
application or browser - so please scroll if you aren't getting anywhere!):
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Save Natick $6,000,000!
Call for Volunteers from Natick Sustainability Committee
Help Kennedy Middle School Go for Gold (or Platinum!)
Tell Your Town Meeting Member to Vote Yes on Solar
Reminder: Recycling Totes Need 3ft Clearance - Or Else!
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Thanks!
- Jillian
Sustainability Coordinator, Town of Natick

Pink Bags: What You Need to Know
Natick residents can now use free pink bags to recycle clothing, shoes and household goods at
the curb on their recycling day (check out our detailed list of accepted items here!). The cash
ow positive program is run by Simple Recycling, a private contractor, which o ers this service
at no cost to the Town and provides $20 for every ton of material collected. The Town also
saves $66 in tipping fees for every ton of trash diverted from the regional incinerator.

Items collected are processed at a regional facility and sorted into three categories: high end
items are resold in local markets, medium grade are resold in international markets and low
grade items are reprocessed into new products such as rags, carpet padding, etc. The Town also
encourages residents to continue using the textile drop o

bins available at the Recycling Center

and Natick Public Schools.

If you need bags or had a missed pick up, please contact Simple Recycling at 866.835.5068
or info@simplerecycling.com. The Natick DPW does not collect the bags and they are picked up
using di erent trucks at di erent times on your recycling day. Please remember to keep your
bag at least 3ft from your recycling tote to protect it from the recycling truck's bear hug.
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New Solarize Discount for Natick Residents
Are you interested in going solar, but disappointed you missed last year's Solarize Mass Natick
campaign? Never fear! Wayland, Sudbury and Lincoln just launched a regional Solarize program
and Natick residents are eligible to receive their discounted pricing.

This program is run in conjunction with the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center and required the
communities to complete a thorough vetting process to select an installer. They choose Solar
Flair and are hosting Meet the Installer nights this week across the three towns. Days,
times and locations are below. Natick residents are welcome at all three events!

Tuesday, July 25, 7 p.m. (tonight!) in the Wayland High School Auditorium
Wednesday, July 26, 7:00 p.m. at the Goodnow Library (21 Concord Rd, Sudbury)
Saturday, July 29, 4 p.m. at Bemis Hall (15 Bedford Rd., Lincoln)
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Help Natick Save $6,000,000!
Eversource recently

led a giant electricity rate review case with the Department of Public

Utilities. Hidden in their proposal is a change that would eliminate the rates Natick and other
municipalities use for their solar arrays. The change would decrease the value of the solar
energy Natick's systems produce from 22 cents per kilowatt hour to 13 cents (a 40% reduction!)
- or $6M over our projects' 20 year contracts. At a time when capital costs (for projects like a
new Kennedy Middle School, new West Natick Fire Station and modular classrooms) are high,
this kind of loss in revenue could have major consequences.

The Town is now working with the City of Newton and the Towns of Arlington, Lexington and
Weston as "interveners" in the rate case and will be submitting testimony to the Department of
Public Utilities in August. It would also be helpful if residents make their voice heard by
attending a public hearing and speaking against this issue or by submitting written public
comment (instructions available on page 9 of this document).

Public hearings are happening this week and next:
July 26 (Tomorrow night!) at 7 p.m., DPU, 5th Floor, Hearing Room A, One South
Station, Boston, MA 02110
August 1 at 6 p.m., Berkshire Community College, Boland Theatre (Koussevitzky
Building), 1350 West Street, Pitts eld, MA 01201
August 2 at 7 p.m., Cape Cod Community College, Main Theatre, Tilden Arts Center, 2240
Iyannough Road, West Barnstable, MA 02668
Please let us know if you plan to attend. We've prepared these talking points for you and would
be happy to chat and help you prep. Just call us at 508-647-6555.

Call for Volunteers from Natick Sustainability Committee

Sustainability Committee is up and running and is comprised of a stellar group of
SubscribeNatick'sPast
Issues
environmental experts and community organizers.

The group recently completed an evaluation of Natick’s environmental impacts, challenges, and
opportunities, as well as the areas of highest priority from Town residents, and is ready to get to
work on a list of strategic priorities. That's where you come in!

Our 7 member team needs support as they get to work. Can you help? We need volunteers to
partner with Committee members to:
Advocate for sustainability and energy e

ciency in the design and construction for new

public buildings, including Kennedy Middle School and the West Natick Fire Station
Analyze existing zoning and draft new regulations that focus on low impact development
Craft and implement a residential campaign focused on water conservation and
stormwater
Develop sustainability manuals for town operations related to green infrastructure,
biodiversity, vehicle purchasing, energy e

ciency, etc.

Lead the promotion of a tree preservation bylaw
Participate in local litter cleanups
Please let us know if you are interested in joining the fun by emailing Jillian at
jwmartin@natickma.org or calling her at 508-647-6555. She will connect you to the lead
Committee volunteer for the project your interested in.

Help Kennedy Middle School Go for Gold (or Platinum!)
You may have heard the Town of Natick is in the process of planning for a replacement of the
existing Kennedy Middle School. New schools receive additional funding from the Massachusetts
School Building Authority, if they pursue LEED Silver Certi cation, but it can be more cost-

e ective from a life cycle perspective to go above and beyond in strategic sustainability areas.
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This Wednesday, July 26 at 6:30pm (tomorrow night) the Building Committee will be
meeting at Town Hall and reviewing their preliminary LEED scorecard for the school. The
group meets on the third

oor in the conference room at the end of the hallway. It is a public

meeting and comments are welcome. Please come, learn about the plans and speak up if
you'd like to see the group pursue additional actions.

Tell Your Town Meeting Member to Vote Yes on Solar
In May 2017, Natick was recognized as a SolSmart Bronze community! SolSmart is a national
designation that recognizes communities that have taken key steps to addressing local barriers
to solar energy and foster the growth of mature local solar markets.

To-date, Natick has received 285 points for a variety of actions including:
Installing solar capacity on local facilities
Hosting a community group-purchase solar program (Solarize Mass Natick)
Publishing a solar permit checklist
Eliminating excess inspections for solar
Providing clear guidance for solar PV in historic districts
Advocating for solar customers in state-level conversations
Natick now has the opportunity earn additional points to qualify as silver or gold - and, since
we're the Home of the Champions, that's exactly what we're planning to do. To reach gold, the
Town of Natick, with support from a SolSmart technical advisor, is working on changes to
zoning bylaws to clarify solar development rights and restrictions and will be including a
proposal for 2017 Fall Town Meeting. We hope you'll tell your Town Meeting Member to support
it!
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Reminder: Recycling Totes Need 3ft Clearance - Or Else!
Pink, blue and green - your curbside collection is now a rainbow of colors! It's awesome that
you're sorting your waste so well, but we've recently seen a spike in calls regarding crushed
compost bins and injured mailboxes and we think we know why. Everyone is getting a little too
friendly with their recycling tote buddies.

The truth is your recycling tote is a bit of a bully. Natick's trucks require a 3ft clearance from
all obstacles to pick up recycling totes and they aren't very forgiving. Their arms are just
too darn big (and muscle-y) and, when placed too close, your compost bin, pink bag or blue bag
may end up with an unwanted hug.

Be a dear and "space your waste". Trust our friend the broken compost bin - when you don't, it
can get ugly.
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News Flash: Your Electricity Just Got Greener
Did you know Natick is an electricity aggregation community? That means the Town actively
works to save residents money by procuring a supplier on behalf of customers that were
previously using Basic Service.

The supply portion of your electricity bill is the part that pays for the generation of power from coal, natural gas and other forms of power, including solar and wind. The State mandates
that 12% of electricity supply come from renewables and this spring the Natick Board of
Selectmen voted to procure a greater amount (17% total) through our community-wide
aggregation, with the stipulation that it remain cheaper than Basic Service. The new supplier
(NextEra) and renewable program went into e ect with July meter reads and will continue
through December, when the Town will go out to bid for a supplier again. More details are
available here.

Happy about the change? We think it's a pretty awesome

rst step toward greening the local

economy and the program supports renewable energy projects located in New England. Please
consider emailing the Selectmen and letting them know that you're grateful they approved this
new strategy.
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