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Hi there!
I have someone special I want you to meet: my youngest daughter, Abigail Rain.
Born November 6, Abby is a bundle of joy and we are excited she joined our
family.
Being a new mom to Abby is great, but it means I haven't had as much time to
connect with you (or sleep) about all the exciting sustainability projects we are
working on. If you can, please come visit me at the Natick Earth Day Festival this
Sunday and I'll

ll you in on all the details. I'll also have compost bags for sale if

you need them!
Earth Day is just one of several great events happening in Natick this spring.
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day (HHW), Clean Your Attic Day, and the
Farm's Spring Spectacular are all coming up too.
There are also some exciting projects planned for 2018 and beyond. We are
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working on a climate change vulnerability plan, assessing the municipal eet for
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hybrid conversion opportunities, completing a waste characterization study,
closing in on our solar parking canopy goals and identifying opportunities to
expand the compost pilot to more residents.
Keep reading for more info and Happy Spring!
- Jillian Wilson Martin, Your Sustainability Coordinator

Join us for a sunny Earth Day!
The forecast for Sunday's Earth Day Festival is 60 degrees and sunny! For real!
The event, which runs from 11am - 3pm on the Common, o ers something for the
whole family. There will be live music, good food, wildlife demonstrations and
more. Here are a few of the booths I plan to stop by: Mass Energy Consumer
Alliance is going to o er free test rides of electric vehicles, Natick's Tree Warden
will be giving out mini saplings, and the Creature Teachers will have live animals
for the kids to hold and explore. For more information,
visit http://www.natickearthday.org/.
*When I'm not driving a Tesla, I will be at the Sustainability Committee booth and
will have compostable bags for sale for pilot members (60 bags for $5).
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Get rid of your waste responsibly
Natick has two events to help you get rid of the skeletons in your closet and keep
the evil spirits at bay.
April 28: The Board of Health is hosting its 32nd (!) Annual Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Day on Saturday, April 28, from 9am-12pm. For just $5, you can
get rid of a car full of chemicals and other hazardous waste - from oven cleaners
to pesticides and spray paint to antifreeze. Remember you must purchase your
ticket in advance at the Town Hall, 2nd Floor. There is a limit of 300 spots. For
more details, visit: https://www.natickma.gov/808/House-Hazardous-WasteCollection-Day
May 5: Clean Your Attic Day is a recycling rodeo like no other. Bring your TVs,
bikes, books, clothing, metal, eye glasses, old cell phones, etc. to the NHS main
parking lot on Saturday, May 5 from 9am-1pm. Paper shredding will also be
provided. Please note that some items cost a fee to recycle. There is no need to
register, but you should plan to come early - the trucks often

ll up!
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Discounted rain barrels for sale
The Great American Rain Barrel Company is once again o ering rain barrels to
Natick residents at a 40%+ discount. You can order yours online here or grab an
order form from the Sustainability Committee booth at Earth Day. We'll also have
a sample barrel you can check out.
The barrels cost $69 each, must be ordered by May 6 and will be distributed at
the Farmer's Market on May 12. Unfortunately, we won't be able to deliver them
to you.
The barrels themselves are re-purposed olive shipping containers that are BPAfree, chlorine-free and UV-protected. They also have a mosquito net to prevent
infestation. They can hold up to 60 gallons of water, are easy to connect to your
downspout and are great for watering your garden. Order yours today!
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Citizens Working on Clean Power
Over 25 cities towns and cities across the U.S. and Canada - including
Framingham! - have passed 100% Renewable Energy Resolutions, and have been
successful in decreasing their community's dependency on fossil fuel.
A group of Natick residents are working to set a local goal of 100% renewable
energy, with an initial target of adopting an actionable resolution at the 2018
Annual Fall Town Meeting. The group welcomes volunteers and invites you to
participate at their next meeting on Sunday, 5/6 at 2:30pm at the Common
St. Spiritual Center.
You can check out their website for more information about their mission, next
meeting and other events at http://renewablenatick.org/. Their team will also be
at Earth Day and hopes to see you there!
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Becoming an MVP
Cities and towns are on the front lines of climate change and Natick is
participating in the Massachusetts Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) Program to
identify and take action on risks in our community. Last fall we hosted more than
40 stakeholders for two workshops focused on the societal, environmental and
infrastructure strengths and vulnerabilities associated with climate change. We
identi ed greater precipitation, higher temperatures, increased wind, drought and
snow/ice events as key risks for our town.
We are in the process of re ning our list of priority actions and invite you to join
us for an MVP listening session on Wednesday, May 16 at 7:30pm at Town Hall.
In the meantime, check out http://www.resilientma.org/ - a new state resource
with the most up-to-date climate change science for the Commonwealth.
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What's in our trash?
The solid waste and recycling market is changing – for better and worse – and
these changes represent both challenges and opportunities for our community.
The most substantial market change is the value of mixed recyclables. For years
their sale has come at a savings to the Town. Moving forward, they are expected
to result in a signi cant cost. The Town’s regional Materials Recovery Facility
attributes this increase on international import bans on speci c materials and high
recycling contamination rates.
At the same time, the percent of food waste per capita has grown and the
MassDEP has taken action to reduce it. 34 Bay State communities, including
Natick, currently o er curbside collection or drop o

solutions for food waste, and

at least 40 companies within 50 miles of Natick now process food waste in some
form.
In response to these changes, the Town of Natick is working to establish a longterm plan for its solid waste and recycling services that will seek to maximize
material recovery and minimize costs. To inform this plan, we will be conducting a
waste characterization study and recovery/contamination rate analysis of Natick’s
waste and recycling streams. We'll share the

ndings as soon as we're able!
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