Section III-K: Marijuana Establishments
A.

Purpose.
This moratorium is intended to provide restrictions that will allow the Town of Natick
(“Town”) adequate time to consider whether and/or how to allow or prohibit marijuana
establishments and related uses, in accordance with applicable state laws and
regulations, and to undertake a planning process as described herein. By vote at the
Massachusetts state election on November 8, 2016, the voters of the Commonwealth
approved “The Regulation and Taxation of Marijuana Act,” which was subsequently
codified as Chapter 334 of the Acts of 2016, and subsequently amended, in part, by
Chapter 351 of the Acts of 2016, entitled “An Act Further Regulating the Cultivation of
Marijuana and Marihuana,” and by Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2017, entitled “An Act to
Ensure Safe Access to Marijuana” (collectively, the “Acts”). Among other requirements,
pursuant to the Acts, the Cannabis Control Commission is charged with promulgating
future regulations regarding administration and implementation of the Acts.
Regulations to be promulgated by the Cannabis Control Commission are expected to
provide guidance in the licensing and regulation of marijuana establishments.
The regulation of marijuana establishments raises novel and complex legal, planning, and
public safety issues, among others. In turn, the Town needs time to study and consider the
regulation of marijuana establishments and other related uses, so that it will have the
opportunity: to address such novel and complex issues; to study and consider the potential
impacts of such establishments and other related uses on adjacent uses and on the general
public health, safety and welfare; to consider and address the potential impact of the Acts,
and any future regulations on local zoning; and to undertake a planning process to
appropriately address these considerations through zoning bylaws and other applicable
bylaws and regulations, consistent with state laws and future regulations. A temporary
moratorium on the use of land and structures in the Town for marijuana establishments
and related uses will allow the Town sufficient time to engage in a planning process to
address zoning issues and the effects of such establishments and uses in the Town, and to
enact bylaws in a manner consistent with sound land use planning goals and objectives,
the Acts, and future regulations.

B.

Temporary Moratorium
The use of land and/or structures for marijuana establishments as defined in
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 94G, Section 1 and as may otherwise be defined
by Massachusetts law or regulation, to include, without limitation, all marijuana
cultivators, marijuana testing facilities, marijuana product manufacturers, marijuana
retailers, on-site consumption of marijuana at a marijuana retailer location, any other
types of licensed marijuana-related businesses, and the conducting of any such activity
for commercial purposes by whichever name used, and any related use, shall not be
permitted in any zoning district in the Town so long as this moratorium is effective, as set
forth in Section C below. Use variances shall be strictly prohibited. During this
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moratorium, the Town shall undertake a planning process consistent with the purposes set
forth herein.
C.

Expiration
For the reasons set forth above and notwithstanding any other provision of the Natick
Zoning Bylaws to the contrary, the temporary moratorium set forth in Section B above shall
be in effect through December 31, 2018 or six (6) months from the adoption of regulations
to implement the Acts by the Cannabis Control Commission, whichever is later, unless
extended, modified or rescinded by a subsequent action of Town Meeting.

D.

Conflict of Laws
In the event of any conflict between the provisions of this Bylaw and any other
applicable state or local law, regulation, by-law, or approval by the voters, the stricter
provisions shall control.

E.

Severability.
The provisions of this Bylaw are severable. If any provision, paragraph, sentence, or
clause of this Bylaw is found to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other
provisions or application of this Bylaw, to the extent permitted by law.

(Art. 26, Fall A.T.M., 10/17/17)
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