Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

View this email in your browser

Yay Summer!
I don't know about you, but summer in New England makes me forget how
terrible winter can be. Summer CSAs, concerts on the Common, kayaking on Lake
Cochituate, or just laying in a

eld of organic grass at JJ Lane Park make me

appreciate life and the outdoors a little more - which makes me work harder to
preserve it for my children and future generations.
Speaking of work, it has been a whirlwind since our April update, and, to quote a
friend, Natick has been sustain-a-blazin'. Here's a few things we've been busy on:
In May, the School Committee authorized the Superintendent to sign the
solar canopy contract we have been working on for Natick High School and
Memorial Football Field parking lots. We are currently waiting for

nal

authorization from the MA Department of Energy Resources (DOER) and
hope to construct the canopies in spring/summer of 2019!
In June, we were awarded more than $65,000 to complete several climate
resiliency initiatives as part of the MVP program.

RSS

Subscribe

In July, we were awarded an additional $245,000 from the DOER's Green
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Communities program to invest in energy e ciency projects.
We have also been advocating for our state legislators to eliminate solar demand
charges, researching tool libraries, developing a behavior-based energy reduction
program for Natick Public Schools, pushing for energy e

ciency improvements at

the planned Kennedy Middle School, and engaging existing pilot members to
develop a Curbside Composting 2.0 model.
These are all exciting projects and we could use your help to make them as
impactful as possible. Three seats recently opened on the Natick Sustainability
Committee and we are looking for local leaders, like yourself, to get your
sustain-a-blaze on. More details on this opportunity and some other great info
is provided below.
Happy summer!!
Jillian Wilson Martin
Natick's Sustainability Coordinator
jwmartin@natickma.org
508-647-6555

Green Communities are great communities
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Did you know that Natick is one of 210 Green Communities across MA?
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As a Green Community, Natick has reduced its energy use from municipal operations by 20%,
adopted the energy stretch code for new buildings, and has led the charge in solar development.
Our status as a Green Community provides an opportunity to apply for competitive grant
funding each year for energy e

ciency and renewable energy projects. Natick has received

more than $1.2M in these funds since 2010!

This year we were awarded $245K to complete the following projects:
LED lighting retro ts at the Eliot School in South Natick and the DPW garage and o

ces

Variable frequency drives for rooftop units at the Police and Fire Headquarters in Natick
Center
Variable frequency drive for a pump at the Morse Institute Library
A high e

ciency ductless mini-split unit for the archive room at the Morse Institute

Library
We thank the DOER for this funding and the Town's Department Heads for supporting e

ciency

upgrades at their buildings.

Special event tomorrow night
The Renewable Natick team, a volunteer group working to set a community-wide carbon neutral
goal, are hosting a "house party" tomorrow night (Wed., 7.25) to discuss their plan and answer
questions from interested residents. The party will be at the home of Carole Berkowitz, 9
Crescent St. (o

Speen St., on Lake Cochituate) from 7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. They would love to

see you there.

For more information about their mission, draft Town Meeting resolution and upcoming
meetings, you can check out their website at http://renewablenatick.org/. They are also looking
for residents to sign a petition showing their support for a carbon neutral goal
at http://renewablenatick.org/i-support-renewable-natick/.
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Let’s get our resiliency on
Temperatures are climbing, precipitation is becoming more intense, sea level is rising and
extreme weather is becoming more frequent. These are the climate projections the Baker-Polito
Administration issued this winter via resilientma.org, a clearing house for data related to climate
change and the Commonwealth.

But how will climate change e ect Natick? We aren't on the coast. Does that mean we don't
have to worry? Unfortunately, the answer is no. Resilientma.org o ers data at the river basin
level, and projects an increase in the number of days above 90 degrees and an increase in the
number of days with 1 or more inch of precipitation, among other changes.

To prepare for these changes, Natick has identi ed a list of 40 priority municipal vulnerability
preparedness (MVP) actions and is working across departments to make progress on these
e orts. To that end, we recently applied for and were awarded $65K from the MA Executive
O

ce of Energy and Environmental A airs to complete the following projects:
Develop a tree planting plan to mitigate heat islands and reduce runo
Conduct a water conservation campaign
Draft low impact development regulations for approval by Town Meeting
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Learn more at: https://www.natickma.gov/1535/Climate-Adaptation-and-Community-Resilie
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Composting 2.0: A new model open to all
The Town of Natick has successfully diverted more than 200 tons of food waste from
incineration during the

rst phase of its curbside composting pilot, which ends in November

2018. It is now exploring the opportunity to o er this service to all residents as part of a paid
subscription model.

How It Would Work
The Town of Natick would provide residents with information on private haulers o ering weekly
curbside compost collection services. Residents would contract directly with their hauler of
choice and pay that hauler to collect food waste for their household.

Based on initial research, haulers are currently o ering compost collection for $1.50-$10/week.
All of these haulers currently accept fruits and vegetables, grains and processed food, dairy,
meat, seafood, bones, shells and other items that aren't suitable for backyard composting.
Several o er additional services such as curbside yard waste pick up.

The Town may help o set a portion of residents' costs for this service by providing incentives,
such as free compostable bags, free

nished compost, free curbside bins, and other bene ts

TBD. These incentives would be funded based on an estimated reduction in the Town's trash
tipping fees - therefore creating no additional cost to the Town.
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Resident who are interested in participating in this new model can sign up to receive updates
at http://bit.ly/JoinCompostPilot

Natick Sustainability Committee:
Call for new members
Creating a sustainable future is no easy task, and no one person, department, or cute little
compost bin can do it alone. The Natick Sustainability Committee, a seven member group of
volunteers appointed by the Board of Selectmen, are looking for residents with sustainability
expertise and enthusiasm to

ll three recent vacancies.

The goal of the Sustainability Committee is to provide leadership and practical solutions in
reducing costs, mitigating environmental impacts and preparing for future environmental
challenges. They are looking for individuals with experience in climate resiliency, green
transportation and stormwater management to help address the group's priorities.

If you're interested in learning more and serving as a Sustainability Committee member, please
apply by clicking on the "Apply" button located at the bottom of the Sustainability Committee's
page here. You are also invited to contact the Chair, Leo Ryan, to discuss the opportunity
at lryannaticksustain@gmail.com. Applications are due by 8/8/18.
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Earth Day needs you too!
After many years of leading the Earth Day Planning Committee, Natick's local hero, Patrick
Conaway, is stepping down from his role as Chair. While the committee has a strong base of
community leaders with experience supporting the annual festival, it is need of some new
volunteers.

Please consider joining this important and fun group of people working to celebrate and share
the importance of sustainability each year. We are hoping to take a team approach to continuing
this great community event in the future, and would love to

nd a role (big or small) for you to

help.

Please email jwmartin@natickma.org for more information.

Your electricity supplier is now Public Power
Natick's contract with NextEra Energy Services to supply electricity to the Town is ending with
this month's meter reads. The Town has procured a new, lower rate with Public Power that will
run from July 2018 to July 2019, and residents' accounts are automatically enrolled. The new
contract prices will appear on residents' August 2018 Eversource bill. Pricing for the new
contract is as follows:
The default, Standard Green option is 11.427 ¢/kWh
The Natick Basic option, which has less renewable energy content, is 11.299 ¢/kWh
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Residents with questions are invited to call 844-483-5004. Additional information about the
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program is also available at: https://masspowerchoice.com/natick

Make your own rain barrel
Did you miss the opportunity to purchase a discounted rain barrel this spring? Never fear! The
CRWA is here!

Join the Charles River Watershed Association (CWRA) to learn how to make your own rain barrel
out of a recycled syrup drum instead! Rain barrels are a great way to capture rainwater during a
downpour and save it to put to good use on a sunny, dry day. Storing rainwater locally also helps
prevent pollution and

ooding in streams, rivers, and ponds.

Make-your-own rain barrel adapter kits from the Rain Barrel Depot are available for $25
through July 31st. Reserve your kit now on CRWA's Eventbrite page! A recycled syrup drum
courtesy of Coca Cola's Needham facility and weather-proof paint are included with each kit.
CRWA will be hosting a workshop at their Weston o

ce from 6-7 pm on Tuesday, July 31st for

anyone who would like to receive instruction for assembling a rain barrel.
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